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Purpose: To study the effectiveness, costs, 
savings, problems, and possibilities of 
using tape for teaching spelling and 
Conversational Spanish. 

Procedure: Tape instruction was compared 
with regular instruction. Standardized 
t e s t s -  locally constructed written and 
oral tests--were used. Analysis of  co- 
variance was used to correct for differ- 
ences in groups. A number of experi- 
mental comparisons were made. 

Results: In seventh grade spelling the tape 
method surpassed the teacher-taught 
method when the criterion was the num- 
ber of words written correctly. The two 
methods were equally effective in recog- 
nition of  misspelled words. No excep- 
tional likes or dislikes developed. Large 
group spelling instruction at the eighth 
grade level showed similar results. 
Achievement of sixth and seventh grade 
students in Conversational Spanish 
taught by a teacher who used tapes but 
knew no Spanish was equal to that of 
other students taught by a Spanish 
teacher. More discipline problems were 
encountered in a large group session 
than in separate room instruction. It 
was determined that one Spanish teacher 
can supervise 20 classrooms receiving 
tape instruction, teach two high-school 
classes, make tapes and do repair work. 
A lO-watt amplifier is adequate to sup- 
ply sound to three large rooms. A mim- 
eographed manual on Conversational 
Spanish can be used instead of text- 
books for tape instrtiction. Fifteen to 
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20 rolls of 1800-foot tape are needed 
for each year's Spanish course (in 
Omaha they are putting a complete 
set in each building). Two to four teach- 
ers can use a single tape recorder effec- 
tively. However a stand-by recorder is 
required for each school. Tapes permit 
savings in textbook costs, and give 
teachers more time for increased super,- 
vision and individual instruction. A 
problem encountered was that too few 
tapes are currently available to do the 
entire teaching job, and the making of 
tapes was found to involve many fac- 
tors. However, the use of tapes is ex- 
panding although the experiment has 
been completed, withdrawing the added 
incentive that participation in an experi- 
ment normally brings.--L. TWYFORD 
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Purpose: To study the use of open-circuit 
television at home and on the campus 
for teaching college courses. 

Procedure: Six courses were telecast over 
a commercial station permitting stu- 
dents to view the programs at home or 
in groups on the campus. Control 
groups were taught by the same instruc- 
tors. 


