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J A R R E T T ,  R .  F . ,  and  S H E R R I F F S ,  A L E X  C.  " P r o p a g a n d a ,  D e b a t e ,  and  

Impar t i a l  P r e s e n t a t i o n  a s  D e t e r m i n e r s  o f  A t t i t u d e  C h a n g e . "  1oumal o/ 
Abnormal and Social Psychology 48:  3 3 - 4 1 ;  J a n u a r y  1953. 

Purpose: To determine the effects  of the fol lowing types  of presentat ion 
of arguments upon the modificat ion of a t t i tudes :  '*(a) a d i rec t  argument in favor 
of one rather extreme att i tudinal  posi t ion over  the opposi te  posi t ion;  (b) a debate 
si tuation in which the two systemat ic  presenta t ions  are submitted in a contro- 
vers ia l  atmosphere;  and (c) a si tuation in which a s ingle  individual  presents  both 
of these  opposed pos i t ions  in impartial j ux tapos i t ion . "  

Procedure: Each of  four experimental groups were exposed  to a written ar- 
gument on the re la t ive  value  of men and women in our culture.  These  communi- 
cations were written as follows: (a) a strong pro-male argument, (b) a strong pro- 
female argument, (c) an impartial presentat ion of both pro-male and pro-female 
arguments, and (d) a debate.  A fifth group (control) read an essay  on an unre- 
la ted topic. The subjec ts  were 815 Univers i ty  of  California s tudents  enrolled in 
a course on personal  and soc ia l  adjustment  open to nonpsychology majom. Sub- 
jec ts  were administered a d isguised  at t i tude t e s t  on Friday. On Monday they 
were subjec ted  to one of the communications,  following which they again took 
the test .  Data was analyzed by means of an ordinary analys is  of var iance to de- 
termine the changes  in at t i tude.  

Results: "Men and women Ss var ied in their  r e sponses  to these  condit ions,  
thus confounding the interpretation of the findings, but the resul t s ,  though not in 
each case  s t a t i s t i ca l ly  s ignif icant ,  are not incons i s ten t  with our hypotheses  con- 
cerning the nature of at t i tude change. These  hypotheses  imply, in our view,  
(a) that under direct  argument, groups of Ss should change in the direction of the 
argument. This  implication was verif ied by our data, as i t  has  ohen been before. 
(b) That in the debate s i tuat ion,  Ss would move in the direct ion of their pre-exis t -  
ing bias,  the m o u n t  of this change depending upon the degree of emotional in- 
volvement in the att i tude. The first  part of this implicat ion was confirmed for 
the male Ss but remains equivocal  for the femaies  because  of the not completely 
unexpected but rather surprising pro-male in i t ia l  posi t ion of the female Ss. Lack 
of a sat isfactory measure of emotional involvement  l e a v e s  us  without a t e s t  of  
the second part of this implicat ion,  namely, (c) that in the impartial presenta t ion 
context  Ss would become more moderate in their att i tudinal posit ion.  This  was 
also ver i f ied for the male.s, but for the reason given above the resul ts  for the 
female Ss are hard to interpret."--William Allen. 

P A R R I S H ,  J A C K  A. ,  and  C A M P B E L L ,  D O N A L D  T.  " M e a s u r i n g  P r o p a -  
ganda  E f f e c t s  wi th  D i r e c t  and  I n d i r e c t  A t t i t u d e  T e s t s . "  Journal o/Ab- 
normal and Social Psychology 48: 3 - 9 ;  J a n u a r y  1953. 

Purpose: (a) To compare the re la t ive  e f fec t iveness  in changing a t t i tudes  
toward the Kuomintang Government of China by two typical  radio s ty les  used  in 
informational programs: the monologue speech  vs .  the in terview-type presenta-  
tion. (b) To study propaganda e f f ec t iveness  thru the use of d i sgu ised  at t i tude 
m e a s u r e s .  

Procedure: Four vers ions  of a dummy radio program were recorded as  tran- 
script ions and presented to 8 c l a s s e s  of elementary psychology students (47 
students in each group). The scr ipts  were written as Pro-Kuomintang Monologue, 


