
"In terms of the b u r d e n  of psychi- 

atric illness, it is huge because  the 

n u m b e r  of p r i soners  in the wor ld  is 

over  n i n e  mil l ion,"  said Dr. Seena 

Fazel, a psychiatr is t  at the Universi ty 

of Oxford in England. He es t imated 

there were  more psychiatric pat ients  

in pr i sons  than in hospi tals  in west- 

ern  countr ies ,  wh ich  posed  a huge 

risk to pr i soners  and society. 

"A lot of them have menta l  illness 

and that cons t i tu tes  a risk, no t  only 

for suicide for these pr isoners ,  but  

also for publ ic  health because  if they 

are no t  be ing  treated proper ly  and 

they  go back in to  the c o m m u n i t y  

they are going to remain  ill," he ex- 

plained.  

Fazel and John  Danesh,  of the In- 

st i tute of Public Heal th  at the Uni- 

vers i ty  of Cambr idge ,  r ev iewed  and 

p o o l e d  t o g e t h e r  data  f rom 62 sur- 

veys of nea r ly  23 ,000 p r i s o n e r s  in 

Eu ropean  nat ions,  the Uni ted  States, 

Canada ,Australia, and New Zealand. 

In a repor t  in The Lancet, a presti- 

gious British medical  j ou rna l ,  t hey  

said p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  two  to four  

t imes  more  l ikely to have an anti-  

soc ia l  d i s o r d e r  t h a n  the  g e n e r a l  

p o p u l a t i o n .  Four  p e r c e n t  of m e n  

and  w o m e n  in w e s t e r n  p r i sons  had 

a p s y c h o t i c  i l l nes s ,  a b o u t  10-12 

p e r c e n t  su f f e red  f rom m a j o r  de- 

p re s s ion  and 65 pe r cen t  of men  and 

42 pe rcen t  of w o m e n  had a person-  

ality disorder. 

"Psychiatric i l lness in pr i soners  is 

a serious p rob lem and in many  coun- 

tries a round the world  menta l  health 

services for p r i sons  need  to be re- 

viewed; '  Fazel said in an interview. [] 
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Erratum 

In the March/April 2002 issue (Vol. 
39, No. 4) of Society, Dennis Hale, 
the author of the book review of The 
Long March, was misidentified as 
David Hale on the cover and table 
of contents. Society regrets the error. 
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