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Throu,~,,h the discussion which lblhm'ed 
Dr Hatstead's eeport on the work (#/' 
12-RC. the Permanent Committee voiced 
the importance it attached to thi,s pro- 
blent, all the more d~[fietdt as it is q/ten 
not easy to obtain material observation 
data w'hieh damaged structures should 
provide. The maht pohtts o f  results fi 'om 
12-RC are collected .together in a very 
inJbrmative report which will be publishe'd 
in Materials and Structures in the spring 
1976. This report concludes with a list 
o f  twenty research topics which cover 
fields where the lack o f  inJbrmation anti 
the needs for  new methods o f  measuring 
are most felt .  The role o f  the 12-RC 
during an intermediate period will be to 
define and propose new research suh/ects 
Jar RILEM.  

Chaque  reunion de la Commiss ion  
Permanente  comprend une s tance  
consacree ',i une discussion technique 
et, ',?, Edimbourg,  le sujet choisi etait la 
s&ttt'it~ au feu dans le batiment. Cette 
discussion a 6te introduite par trois 
exposes : du Prof. O. Pettersson (Uni-  
versite de Lund),  qui a parI~ de la 
conception des structures en fonction 
du risque d ' incendie;  du Dr. P. H. Tho-  
mas (B.R.E., U.K.),  qui a present~ les 
t rawmx de la commiss ion W-14 du 
CIB o~ s 'elabore une philosophie de 
la s&urit6 au feu ainsi que des recom- 
manda t ions  internationales ft. partir 
des recherches faites dans de nombreux  
laboratoires; enfin du Dr. Malhotra  
(B.R.E., U.K.),  qui a brosse un tableau 
des contr ibut ions apport6es fi cette 
etude par diverses organisat ions inter- 
nationales, et indiqu~ quel pourrai t  
6tre ici le r61e de la RILEM.  

Bi,jbre closing the nleeting, the Per- 
manent Committee elected the new Pre- 
sident q f  R ILEM,  ProJ~ P. C. Kreijger, 
Delegate for  the Netherlands. Prior to 
ham#ng over his qDqce. Dr Steele pre- 
sented the R I L E M  nwdal /br 1975 to 
Dr Z. P. BaSant o f  Northwestern Uni- 
versity, Evanston (U.S .A. ) .  

Prof. Z . P .  Ba~,ant. 

Par la discussion qui a suivi I'expos6 
du Dr. Halstead rendant  compte  des 
t ravaux de la Commiss ion  12-RC (Cor- 
rosion des a rmatures  du beton arm6 et 
du beton precontraint) ,  la Commiss ion  
Permanente  a mont re  l ' importance 
qu'elle at tachait  it ce probleme d 'au tan t  
plus difficile qu'il est souvent  malaise: 
d 'obtenir  le materiel d 'observat ion que 
devraient procurer les ouvrages endom- 
mages. L'essentiel des resultats de 12-RC 
a fourni la matiere d 'un  rapport  tr~,s 
dense qui sera public dens  Mat&iaux  
et Constructions au pr intemps de 1976. 
Ce rapport  se conclut  par une liste de 
vingt sujets de recherche qui couvrent  
des domaines  off le manque  d' infor- 
mat ions  et le besoin de nouvelles me- 
rhodes de mesure  se font le plus sentir. 
Ce sere, duran t  une epoque interm~- 
diaire, le r61e de 12-CRC de definir et 
de proposer  de nouvelles etudes ft. la 
RILEM.  

Avant  de se separer, Ia Commiss ion  
Permanente  a 6[u ie nouveau  President 
de la R ILEM,  le Prof. P. C. Kreijger, 
Delegu~ des Pays-Bas, et Ie Dr. Steele, 
avant  de lui t ransmet t re  sa charge, a 
remis la Mddaille 1975 de la RILEM au 
Dr. Z. P. Bakant, de la Northwestern 
University,  Evans ton  (U.S.A.). 

Each meeting q[" the Permanent 
Committee hlehules a session devoted to 
a technical topic and at Edinbln'gh the 
subject chosen was safety of  buildings 
in the event of  fire. This tfiscussion was 
built around three introthtctory reports." 
Pro/~ O. Pettersson (University' o f  Lund) 
who spoke o f  the design g f  structures 0~ 
the face  o f  f ire ha=ard, Dr Thomas 
(B.R.E. .  U.K.) who outlined the work 
o f  CIB Committee W-14 which &'aws 
up a philosophy of" saJety in fire. as 
well as international recommendations 
based on research carried out in numerozts 
laboratories; finally Dr Malhotra 
(B.R.E. ,  U.K.) who sketched a table- 

Jorm presentation o f  the contributions 
made to these investigations by various 
international organi-ations, indicating the 
part R I L E M  could play. 

Subsequent to this meeting, the nlem- 
bership o f  the Bureau 0/' R I L E M  he- 
contes/A l 'issue de cette Reunion,  la 
composi t ion  du Bureau de ]a RILEM 
devient : 

President~President : 
Prof. P. C. Kreijger (Pays-Bas); 

Tresorier/Treasurer : 
Prof. Th. Er i smann (Suisse); 

Secretaire General~Secretary General: 
Prof. R. L 'Hermi te  (France); 

Membres /  M embers : 
Prof. S. G. Bergstrem (Suede); 
Prof. D. Dumit rescu  (Roumanie) ;  
Dr. J. R. Wright  (U.S.A.); 
Prof. E. Yaltkaya (Turquie). 

Au titre d 'ex-Pres ident / ln  the capa- 
city of  past president: Dr, B. Steele 
(U.K.). 

Au titre de prochain  President~In the 
capacity of  fature President: Dr. R. 
Tobias (Hongrie). 

Dr. R. W. B. Nurse. 

O B I T U A R Y  

It is with deep regret that  we announce  
the death of  Dr R. W. B. Nurse,  
which occurred on November  14, 1975. 

Dr Nurse  was one of  the Building 
Research Es tab l i shment ' s  most  distin- 
guished research scientists. He joined 
BRE in 1932 where he remained 40 
years. F rom 1950 to 1962 he was joint 
head of what  was then the BRS Che- 
mistry Division, becoming head of the 
combined Materials  Division in I962. 
In 1965 he was given a special merit 
promot ion  to Deputy  Chief  Scientific 
Officer which enabled him to reduce 
his adminis t ra t ive  responsibilit ies and 
concentrate  on research. 

Dr Nurse 's  name  first became widely 
known for his development ,  with 
Dr Lea (later Sir Frederick), of the 
Lea-Nurse appara tus  used for deter- 

mining the specific surface of powders 
by an air permeabili ty method.  

For his research into the product ion 
of first quality cement  from the impure  
l imestones available in Uganda ,  Dr 
Nurse was awarded the Sir George 
Beilby MedaI in 1963. 

In 1965, he set up a new materials 
section to s tudy fibrous composi tes  and 
crystallised glass. 

His part icipation in R I L E M  was 
very effective. He acted as Delegate 
for Great-Britain in 1969-1973. Chair-  
man  of  the RILEM/CIB  Technical  
Commit tee  on mortars  and renderings,  
he was also the originator of  the com- 
mittee on the evaluat ion of  fibre- 
reinforced cement-based composites .  
Wis death is deeply felt by R I L E M  who 
loses an eminent  scientist and a friend 
of  great merit. 
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