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T h e  c a p a c i t y  of c a r b o h y d r a t e  u t i l i z a t i o n  b y  Trogo- 
derma can  be  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h a t  of o t h e r  insects .  
L a r v a e  of Tenebrio 3, un l ike  Trogoderma, grew well  o n  
m a n n i t o l  or  t r e h a l o s e  b u t  no t  o n  m a n n o s e  a n d  ga lac tose .  
Stegobium 4 fa i led to  u t i l ize  m a n n o s e ,  ga lac tose ,  xylose,  
a r a b i n o s e ,  cel lobiose  or  - m e t h y l  glucoside,  a n d  s imi l a r ly  
for Oryzaephilus ~ xylose ,  du lc i to l ,  i n u l i n  or so rbose  were  
of no  food va lue .  H o w e v e r ,  insec t s  l ike a d u l t  b lowfly ,  
Calliphora erythrocephala 5, t h r i v e d  v e r y  wel l  on  xylose ,  
r ibose  or  t r eha lose .  

A full  r e p o r t  of these  o b s e r v a t i o n s  wil l  a p p e a r  else- 
where .  

Thanks are due to Prof. hi. L, B~:ATIA, Head of the Department 
of Zoology, University of Delhi, for his interest in work and tor 
providing research facilities. The investigations were partly support- 
ed by a Government of India grant made by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion to one of us (N.C.P.). 

N. C. PANT* a n d  N. K. UBEROI 

Department o/ Zoology, University o[ Delhi (India), 
October 28, 1957. 
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An in v i tro  Action of Deoxycorticosterone (DOC) 
on Red Cell Electrolytes 

A d i r e c t  a c t i o n  of a d r e n a l  s t e ro ids  on  r ed  cell elec- 
t r o l y t e s  h a s  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  CONWAY a n d  
O'BRIEN 1, STREETEN a n d  SOLOMON 2, SCHATZMANN :t, a n d  
b y  SHEmVOOD JONES ~. T h e  phys io log ica l  s ign i f i cance  of 
t h e  r e sponse  h a s  h o w e v e r  n o t  b e e n  e luc ida t ed .  
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Diagram illustrating a metabolic response of the human red cell to 
DOC glueoside in vitro. Glucose 0.01 M, pH 7.40, tenlperature 38°C. 

F u r t h e r  e x p e r i m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  o n  s u s p e n -  
s ions  of f resh  h u m a n  r ed  cells in  a b i c a r b o n a t e  b u f f e r  
(KREBS a n d  HE~SELEI~ ~) h a v i n g  t h e  fo l lowing  composi- 
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t i o n :  N a  144.5, ] (  4.25, C1 123.0, H C O  a 25.0 meq/1, and  
P 1.5 mM/1. The  bu f fe r  was  in  e q u i l i b r i u m  w i t h  5 %  CO~ 
in  02 a n d  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n s  were  i n c u b a t e d  a t  38 ° . The 
r a t i o  gas  p h a s e :  b u f f e r  v o l u m e :  r ed  cell  v o l u m e  was 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0 0 : 2 0 :  1. U n d e r  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  the  
e x t r a c e l l u l a r  f lu id  r e m a i n e d  of c o n s t a n t  compos i t i on  
de sp i t e  l a rge  c h a n g e s  in t h e  r ed  cell f luids.  T h e  s u b s t r a t e s  
used  were  g lucose  (0.01 M)  or  a d e n o s i n e  (0.005 M).  
D e o x y c o r t i c o s t e r o n e  g lucos ide  was  a d d e d  to  t h e  sus- 
p e n s i o n s  t o  .give c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of 0-1 to  1-0 rag/rot. 
O v e r  pe r iods  of 16 to  19 h t h e r e  were  d e m o n s t r a b l e  
effects  on  t h e  r ed  cell  e l ec t ro ly tes ,  b u t  l a rge  n e t  changes  
were  o b s e r v e d  o n l y  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n .  
E m p l o y i n g  a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of 1-0 m g / m l  t h e  fol lowing 
c h a n g e s  were  n o t e d  in  t h e  t r e a t e d  e r y t h r o c y t e s :  (1) the  
r ed  ceils h a d  a n  i nc r ea sed  m e c h a n i c a l  i r ag i t i ty .  (2) T h e r e  
was a fal l  i n  cell  K of 38.0 meq/1 H , O  a n d  t h e  e r y t h r o -  
cy t e  g a i n e d  42-4 meq/1 H 2 0  of N a  (Figure) .  T h e  e r y t h r o -  
cy te  w a t e r  c o n t e n t  i n c r e a s e d  b y  10-5 g/1 b u t  n o  s t a t i s t i -  
ca l ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e  in  ch lo r ide  occur red .  These  
r e su l t s  were  s imi l a r  w i t h  e i t h e r  g lucose  or  a d e n o s i n e  as 
s u b s t r a t e .  (3) DOC i n d u c e d  in  t h e  e r y t h r o c y t e  a m e a n  
inc rease  of 3"8 m M  P / t  H 2 0  in  t h e  t o t a l  ac id - so lub le  
p h o s p h a t e  a n d  t h i s  was  l a rge ly  due  to  a n e t  c h a n g e  of 
3-4 m M  P/ t  H~O in 2 : 3 - d i p h o s p h o g t y c e r a t e  (Figure) .  
T h e  ef fec ts  of  DOC on  a d e n o s i n e  t r i p h o s p h a t e  a n d  in- 
o rgan i c  p h o s p h a t e  were  n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ign i f ican t .  
(4) T h e  h o r m o n e  t r e a t e d  cells, w h e n  cen t r i f uged ,  d id  no t  
d e o x y g e n a t e  as  d id  t h e  con t ro l s .  S ince  o x y g e n  u p t a k e  
of n o n - n u c l e a t e d  r ed  cells is p r o b a b l y  due  to  t h e  hexose-  
m o n o p h o s p h a t e  s h u n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  to  p y r u v a t e  ox ida t ion ,  
t h e  m e t h y l e n e  b lue  (MB) o x y g e n  u p t a k e  of t h e  a b n o r m a l  
ceils was  s t ud i ed .  (5) I t  was  f o u n d  t h a t ,  in  t h e  p resence  
of g lucose  (0.01 M), t h e  o x y g e n  u p t a k e  i n d u c e d  b y  MB 
(0.0033 g/100 ml) was  i n h i b i t e d  50% w h e n  t h e  DOC was 
s t i l l  p r e s e n t  in  t h e  s u s p e n d i n g  m e d i u m ,  a n d  t h e  inhi -  
b i t i o n  was  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  30% w h e n  t h e  DOC t r e a t e d  
cells were  w a s h e d  a n d  r e s u s p e n d e d  in f resh  buf fer .  

I t  is c o n c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  a b o v e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  h igh  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of DOC glucos ide  c a n  ac t  d i r e c t l y  on  red 
cell e l ec t ro ly t e s  a n d  m e t a b o l i s m  b u t  i t  c a n n o t  be  deduc-  
ed  t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  is a speci f ic  h o r m o n a l  r e s p o n s e  and  
t h e r e  is e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h i s  is un l ike ly .  Thus ,  t h e  in vitro 
r e sponse  is a t  v a r i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  e r y t h r o c y t i c  changes  
i n d u c e d  in vivo b y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of la rge  doses  of 
DOC a c e t a t e  to  r a t s  fed on  a low K die t .  I n  t he se  exper i -  
m e n t s  t h e  r ed  cell g a i n e d  K, N a  a n d  p h o s p h a t e  in 
r e s p o n s e  to  a h y p o c h l o r a e m i e  a lka los i s  in  t h e  p l a s m a  
whe rea s  ske l e t a l  musc l e  s h o w e d  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  loss of 
K a n d  ga in  in  N a  ~. 

The D0C glucoside was kindly donated by CIBA Laboratories. 
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Rdsumd 

D a n s  les su spens ions  d ' 6 r y t h r o c y t e s  h u m a i n s  incub6es  
avec  du  g lucose  e t  du  d 6 o x y c o r t i c o s t 6 r o n e  glucoside,  K 
d i m i n u e ,  t a n d i s  que  Na,  H 2 0  e t  P a u g m e n t e n t .  Ces 
g tohu les  rouges ,  t r a l t 6 s  avec  des  h o r m o n e s ,  a b s o r b e n t  
n o t a b t e m e n t  m o i n s  d ' o x y g 6 n e  de  b leu  de  m 6 t h y l e  que 
les 6 r y t h r o c y t e s  de contr61e.  
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