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bus graciliter parietatis, 8-12 g crassis. Clypeus ater, alte
evolutus, constans cellulis, crasse parietatis, 20-30 u
crassus. Rostrum 100-130 u, longum. Asci cylindrici,
parietibus crassis, alte incrassati ad apicem, canali alto
apicali, tumescentes ad basin, unitunicati in series pari-
etales dispositi, pedicellis brevibus, gelatinizatis ad matu-
ritatem, et menentes liberi in cavitate peritheciali, octo-
spori, hyalini, non-paraphysati, 145.4-170.8 x 16-20 pu.
Ascosporae oblongae, fusco-brunneae ad apices, subhya-
linae ad medium, inaequaliter bicellulares (super 12 to
14 x 7-8 u and infer. 4-6 X 4-5 u), non constrictae ad
septa, rotundatae ad utrumque apicem, uniseriatae, 16 to
20 X 4-8 u, paraphyses nullae. Periphyses plures, fili-
formes, graciles, hyalinae, sursum directae.

In foliis viventibus Eugeniae jambolanae Lam. e fam.
Myrtaceae. leg. K. H. Awnanosur in Coorg, in statu
Mysore in India, die 7 februarii 1967, M.A.C.S. Herb.
No. 494, Typusb.

Zusammenfassung. Ein auf Blittern von Eugenia jam-
bolana Lam. in Indien Blattflecken verursachender
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Ascomycet gehort zu einer neuen Gattung, Muelleromyces
KamaTt und ANAHOSUR; Typus ist Muellevomyces indicus
KamaTt und ANarOSUR. Der Pilz hat dem Blattgewebe ein-
gesenkte, einzelstehende und von einem maichtig ent-
wickelten Klypeus iiberdeckte Perithecien, verschlei-
mende Asci und ungleich zweizellige, hyaline Ascosporen;
Paraphysen fehlen.
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Adrenal Weight in Relation to Duration of Pregnancy in the Indian Desert Hare Lepus nigricollis

dayanus Blanford

In accordance with the classical concept of stress as
pronounced by SeLYE!, HErrICK? concluded on the
basis of the greater mean adrenal weights in pregnant
adult female black-tailed jack rabbits, Lepus californicus
wmelanotis, compared with those of non-pregnant females,
that pregnancy is a stress factor for this species. This
author also reported that the lengths of embryos were
significantly correlated (r = 0.434) with the adrenal
weights of the mother jack rabbits indicating that the
latter increase with the progress of pregnancy. Increase
in adrenal weights associated with pregnancy was also
reported in the vole, Microtus agrestis (CHITTY and
CLarkE?), the increase being mainly attributed to the
enlargement of the X zone of the adrenal cortex; guinea-
pigs (HEwiTt and Vaw Li1ere?%), rabbit (RanpaiL and
GrAUBARD?) and squirrel {ZaLEskv®). CHRISTIAN? has,
however, argued that the increase in relative adrenal
weights in woodchuck, Marmota monax, during the re-
productive season cannot be attributed to reproduction
per se, although its effects on behaviour, especially
aggressiveness, must contribute to it indirectly.

In view of the lack of information on the adrenal weight
response to the state of pregnancy in the Indian desert
hare, the adrenal glands were dissected out from both
non-pregnant and gravid females and preserved in 109,
formaldehyde soon after shooting the animals during 1966.
Likewise, the gravid uteri were also preserved and the
crown-rump length of the individual embryos was
measured subsequently. The preserved adrenals were
weighed up to the nearest !/,, mg in a Mettler semi-micro
balance.

Adrenal weight of non-pregnant and pregnant hares.
The mean paired adrenal weight of adult pregnant hare
(33) was significantly (at 59, level) heavier than that of
adult non-pregnant hares (18). After adjusting for the
unequal body weights of the animals, the difference, how-
ever, disappeared (F < 1).

Adrenal weight in relation to duration of pregnancy.
The correlation between the adrenal weight® and the

crown-rump length of the embryos? which is indicative of
the duration of pregnancy was not significant even when
the characters were adjusted for unequal body weights®
(roy = + 0.1099, 7y, , = — 0.1214).

The data presented here clearly shows that (1) pregnancy
does not directly influence the weight of adrenals in Lepus
nigricollis dayanus and that (2) the weights of adrenals
are independent of the duration of pregnancy in this
lagomorph species. These observations are contrary to
the findings of Herrick? and support the views of
CHRISTIAN? that reproduction plays no direct part in
influencing the adrenal weights.

Résumé. La grossesse dans le lidvre, Lepus nigricollis
dayanus Blanford, n’a pas d’influence directe sur le poid
des glandes surrénales. Le poid surrénal n’augmente pas
la grossesse.
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