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P R O  E X P E R I M E N T I S  

A Novel  R i c e - E g g  S a n d w i c h  for Mass  P r o p a g a -  
t ion of Entamoeba histolylica on Agar  Plates  

For  t he  in v i t r o  p r o p a g a t i o n  of E. histolytica, m a n y  
m e t h o d s  h a v e  been  widely  used. T he  successful  mass  
p r o p a g a t i o n  of E. histolytica on aga r  plates ,  however ,  is 
on ly  a r ecen t  a c h i e v e m e n t  (YoussEFX). A n  i m p o r t a n t  
modif ica t ion,  wh ich  renders  t he  p la te  cu l tu re  of E. histo- 
lytica su i tab le  for d rug  assay,  a m e n a b l e  to  direct ,  f r equen t ,  
and  even  c o n t i n u o u s  o b s e r v a t i o n  and  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  
s tudies ,  is r epor t ed  below. 

The rice-egg sandwich. This  can  easi ly  be  p r e p a r e d :  
Steri le aga r  p la tes  c o n t a i n i n g  0.7% t ab l e  sa l t  - a f t e r  
sol idifying - are covered  w i th  a w a r m  egg-blood or  s e r u m  
m i x t u r e  p r epa red  as follows: W i t h  ster i le  p recau t ions ,  
egg whi t e  mixed  w i t h  5 - 1 0 %  d e f i b r i n a t e d  b lood  or  s e rum 
is w a r m e d  to  45°C. A m i n i m a l  a m o u n t  of s ter i le  agar-  
th iog lyeo la te - t ah le  sa l t  so lu t ion  cooled to  a b o u t  50°C is 
added  in ca lcu la ted  a m o u n t s  so t h a t  t he  f ina l  concen t r a -  
t ion  of aga r  in t he  new m i x t u r e  is a r o u n d  0 .2%, sod ium 
th iog lyco la te  a r o u n d  0.1%, a n d  t ab l e  sa l t  a b o u t  0 .7%.  
Steri le Difco rice p o w d e r  (1-2 g /p la te)  is t h e n  d i s t r i b u t e d  
careful ly  a n d  as homogeneous ly  as possible  all  ove r  t h e  
plate .  

Inoculation of Entamoeba histolytica. E. histolytica f rom 
acu te  dysen te r ic  s tools  - one  or  two  loopfuls  of m u c u s  - is 
inocu la ted  in the  cen t r e  of t h e  p la te .  A s ter i le  22 m m  cover-  
glass is gen t ly  appl ied  to  t he  a m o e b a  i n o c u l u m  a n d  t he  
sandwich  is t h e n  comple t ed  b y  p o u r i n g  on  t h e  coverglass  
enough  steri le aga r  a g a r  (1 .5%)- sod ium th iog lyco la t e  
(0 .1%)- tab le  sa l t  (0.7%) solut ion,  cooled to  a b o u t  50°C, 
so t h a t  an  aga r  l ayer  t h a t  comple t e ly  seals t he  r ice-egg 
layer  is formed,  The  r ice-egg layer ,  wh ich  is t e m p o r a r i l y  
isolated f rom air, however ,  m u s t  be  p e r m a n e n t l y  isolated.  
The  cu l ture  is i n c u b a t e d  a t  37°C in a n  oxygen-COz-free 
a t m o s p h e r e  (wi th  t he  a id  of pyroga l lo l - sod ium h y d r o x i d e  
solut ion)  in a Mcleod 's  p la te ,  or  p r e f e r ab ly  in t he  all-glass 
p la te  used b y  the  a u t h o r  (see F igures  A, B, C - t h e  th ick-  
ness of t he  rice-egg layer  a n d  t h e  a g a r  seal is exagge ra t ed ,  
pa r t i cu la r ly  t he  former) .  T he  cu l tu re  p l a t e  m a y  be 
e x a m i n e d  d i rec t ly  u n d e r  t he  microscope  b u t  i t  m u s t  be  
replaced in a n  oxygen-CO2-free a t m o s p h e r e  a f t e r  each  
examina t ion .  E. histolytica was observed  growing  in 
swarms,  w i th  t he  i nd iv idua l  a m o e b a e  ac t ive ly  c reep ing  
in t he  sandwich ,  devou r ing  a n d  c o m p e t i n g  w i t h  each  
other ,  and  ga the r ing  on  the  rice g ranu les  l ike a s w a r m  of 
an t s  on  a piece of sugar  b u t  w i th  g rea t e r  a c t i v i t y  a n d  
vigour.  A rounded  macro-co lony  of E. histolytica was seen 

in the  sandwich ,  wh ich  r ap id ly  increased  in diameter .  
Th i s  co lony  o r ig ina t ed  f rom t h e  i n o c u l u m  a n d  spread 
cen t r i fuga l ly  t o w a r d s  t he  p e r i p h e r y  of t he  p la t e  in the  
form of sp r ead ing  lysis of the  o p a q u e  rice layer  (note 
ana logy  w i t h  t h e  a m o e b a  p rev ious ly  isolated,  YOUSSEF~). 
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Rdsumd. Modif ica t ion  i m p o r t a n t e  de  la m6 thode  de 
cu l tu re  en  masse  d'Entamoeba histolytica sur  plaques  
d ' a g a r  (YouSSEF 1) p e r m e t t a n t  la d6 tec t ion  rap ide  de 
l ' a c t i on  a n t i - a m i b i e n n e  d i rec te  des  compos6s  e t  quelques 
a u t r e s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  in t6 ressan tes .  

K. A. YOOSSEF s 

Bacteriological Laboratory, Luxor (Egypt), 
February 9, 1965. 

i K. A. YOOSSEF, Exper. 2/, 170 (1965). 
2 K. A. YOUSSEF, Exper. 20, 463 (1964). 
8 Note added in proof: "[he method as described is suitable only 

for short periods of cultivation. Work is going on to overcome 
these difficulties. 

A Sta in ing  Pool  for M a m m a l i a n  E g g s  

I n  o rder  to  d e t e r m i n e  t he  e n z y m e  c o n t e n t  h i s t ochem i -  
cally on  m a m m a l i a n  egg cells a n d  ear ly  c leavage  stages,  we 
deve loped  a s t a in ing  pool  wh ich  r ende r s  i t  possible  to  
change  so lu t ions  w i t h o u t  a d i s loca t ion  of t he  egg, so t h a t  
r epea ted  t r ans fe r s  of t h e  egg f rom one  so lu t ion  to  t h e  
o t h e r  are avoided.  A t  t he  same t i m e  t h e  pool  p e r m i t s  t h e  
s t a in ing  of un f ixed  eggs, as needed  for succ ina te  de-  
hyd rogenase  and  D P N H - d i a p h o r a s e ,  for  example .  

Description o[ the staining pool. T he  pool  cons is t s  of a 
'Perspex ' -p lex ig lass  p la t e  wh ich  is t h i cke r  b u t  of t h e  s ame  
size as a n  unde r ly ing  slide, b o t h  held  t o g e t h e r  b y  two  

b racke t s .  The  m i d d l e  of t he  ' P e r s p e x '  p l a t e  con t a in s  in its 
lower  ha l f  a cy l indr ica l  hole  5 m m  in  d i a m e t e r  con t inuous  
w i t h  a funne l  in t h e  u p p e r  ha l f  of t he  p la te .  On  t he  under-  
side of t h e  p la t e  t h e r e  a re  severa l  g rooves  which ,  toge the r  
w i t h  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  slide, m a k e  u p  smal l  channe l s  for the  
dep le t ion  of t he  pool ;  a t  t he  s ame  t i m e  closing t he  cylin- 
dr ica l  hole  f rom t h e  b o t t o m  (Figures  1 a n d  2). I n  order  to 
get  a s t e a d y  ou t f low f rom the  pool, a s y s t e m  of channels  
w i t h  m e a s u r e d  re l a t ive  d i a m e t e r s  h a s  b e e n  cons t ruc ted .  
T h e  fluid leaves  t he  pool  t h r o u g h  four  s y m m e t r i c a l l y  ar- 
r a n g e d  c h a n n e l s  w i t h  a sec t iona l  a rea  of 2 r a m .  20 /,, 
d imens ions  wh ich  p r o h i b i t  t he  escape  of t h e  egg cells and 
t he  b l a s tu l ae  of rodents .  The  four  r ad ia l  channe l s  flow into 


