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I n  p rac t i ce  t he  two  r eac t ions  p r o d u c e d  two  d i f fe ren t  
p roduc t s .  

F r o m  I a  a f lavone  m.p.  138-139 ° ( I I I )  ( F o u n d :  C, 78.10; 
H, 5.61. Calcd. for CtgHa~O3: C, 78.06; H,  5.52) f rom I 
a d i f f e ren t  f l avone  m.p.  222-223.5 ° (IV) ( F o u n d  : C, 78.15 ; 
H,  5.29. Calcd. for C19H1~O3: C, 78.06; H,  5.52) were  
isolated.  

These  resu l t s  m u s t  be  ascr ibed  to  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of two  
d i f fe ren t  i n t e r m e d i a t e  f l-diketones.  As t he  B a k e r - V e n k a -  
t a r a m a n  r e a r r a n g e m e n t  p r o d u c t  was  yellow, i t  m i g h t  be  
fo rmula t ed ,  accord ing  to  a n  o b s e r v a t i o n  of OLLIS a n d  
WEIGHTS, as  r o - b e n z o y l - 2 - h y d r o x y - 3 - p r o p i o n y l - a c e t o -  
p h e n o n e  (II).  C o n s e q u e n t l y  i t  m a y  be  in fe r red  t h a t  I I I  is 
6 -me thy l -8 -p rop iony l - f l avone  a n d  I V  t he  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  
isomer,  3, 6 -d ime thy l -8 -ace ty l - f l avone .  These  a s s i g n m e n t s  
were p r o v e d  b y  a lka l ine  hydro lys i s  of I I I  a n d  IV,  w h i c h  
gave  3 -prop iony l  a n d  3-ace ty l -5 -methy l - sa l i cy l ic  acids 
respec t ive ly ,  as well  as aee to  a n d  p r op i ophenone ,  cha rac -  
t e r i zed  as 2 , 4 - d i n i t r o p h e n y l - h y d r a z o n e s .  T he  s t r u c t u r e s  

of t he  two sal icylic acid de r i va t i ve s  were con f i rmed  b y  
c o m p a r i n g  t h e m  w i t h  a u t h e n t i c  samples .  The  f o r m a t i o n  of 
two  d i f fe ren t  f l avones  there fore ,  depends  on  t h e  exper i -  
m e n t a l  condi t ions ,  i.e. on  t h e  d i f fe ren t  t e m p e r a t u r e s .  
A t  90 °, in  t h e  B a k e r - V e n k a t a r a m a n  r e a r r a n g e m e n t ,  t h e  
m i g r a t i n g  benzoy l  g roup  is d i r ec t ed  to  t h e  a - c a r b o n  a t o m  
of t h e  ace ty l  c h a i n ;  a t  180-190 °, in  t h e  K o s t a n e c k i -  
R o b i n s o n  acy la t ion ,  t he  s ame  g roup  is d i r ec ted  to t he  
e - c a r b o n  a t o m  of t he  p r o p i o n y l  cha in .  

Riassunto.  Si r i f e r i s c e  su l  d i v e r s o  c o m p o r t a m e n t o  
de l  2 - p r o p i o n i l - 4 - m e t i l - 6 - a c e t i l f e n o l o  n e l l a  a c i l a z i o n e  
s e c o n d o  K o s t a n e c k i - R o b i n s o n  e n e l l a  t r a s p o s i z i o n e  d i  
B a k e r - V e n k a t a r a m a n .  
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Breathing  Fluid 

F o e t u s e s  of m a m m a l s ,  i nc lud ing  h u m a n  foetuses ,  
' b r e a t h e '  a m n i o t i c  fluid~,~. N e w b o r n  m a m m a l s  m a y  sur-  
v ive  comple t e  s u b m e r s i o n  for  cons ide rab le  per iods  of 
t ime,  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e i r  s tage  of d e v e l o p m e n t .  Signs  
of life h a v e  been  obse rved  in pupp i e s  u p  to  54 ra in  a f t e r  
s u b m e r s i o n  in w a t e r  3. Y o u n g  r a t s  h a v e  been  r e p o r t e d  to 
c o n t i n u e  m a k i n g  r e s p i r a t o r y  m o v e m e n t s  for more  t h a n  
40 ra in  when ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  b i r t h ,  t h e y  were s u b m e r g e d  in  
w a t e r  a t  37 ° C 4. Th i s  to l e rance  to  a s p h y x i a  of t he  n e w b o r n ,  
however ,  d imin i shes  r a p i d l y  w i t h  age. 

I t  h a s  now b e e n  found  t h a t  a d u l t  m a m m a l s  s u b m e r g e d  
in a sa l t  so lu t ion  m a y  b r e a t h e  f luid for  more  t h a n  2 h 
p r o v i d e d  t h e y  o b t a i n  e n o u g h  oxygen .  

E x p e r i m e n t s  were done  on  a d u l t  w h i t e  mice.  I n  controls ,  
all  r e s p i r a t o r y  m o v e m e n t s  ceased  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 ra in  
a f t e r  s u b m e r s i o n  in sa l ine  5 a t  25°C. A n i m a l s  d r o w n e d  in 
600 m l  of sal ine c o n t a i n i n g  0 . 1 %  of h y d r o g e n  pe rox ide  
l ived f rom 3 to 5 t imes  as long. U n a n e s t h e t i z e d  mice sub-  
m e r g e d  in  1500 ml  of sal ine a t  25 ° C wh ich  h a d  been  sa tu -  
r a t e d  w i t h  o x y g e n  a t  8 a t m o s p h e r e s  pressure  abso lu t e  
(8 a ta )  in  a specia l ly  c o n s t r u c t e d  t r a n s p a r e n t  t a n k ,  con-  
t i n u e d  b r e a t h i n g  f lu id  for per iods  l a s t ing  u p  to  40 min .  
Mice a n e s t h e t i z e d  w i t h  p e n t o t h a l  l ived u p  to  2 h a n d  25 
ra in  a f t e r  s u b m e r s i o n  in 1500 ml  of sa l ine  which ,  a f t e r  
equ i l ib ra t ion ,  in i t i a l ly  c o n t a i n e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  as m u c h  
o x y g e n  as a m b i e n t  a i r  a t  sea  level  6. 

These  e x p e r i m e n t s  c lear ly  d e m o n s t r a t e  the  p o t e n t i a l  
b iological  a d a p t a b i l i t y  of a d u l t  m a m m a l s  to  a m a r i n e  
e n v i r o n m e n t  such  as p r ev ious ly  ex i s ted  d u r i n g  on togene -  
sis a n d  phylogenes i s .  

Zusammen[assung.  A u s g e w a c h s e n e  weisse L a b o r a t o -  
r iumsm/ iuse  a t m e n  u n t e r g e t a u c h t  in  600 ml  e iner  i so ton i -  
s chen  Salz l6sung bei  25°C 3 bis  5 m a l  llinger, w e n n  de r  
Fl i i ss igkei t  0 , 1% "vVasserstoffperoxyd zugese tz t  wird.  I n  
1500 ml  e iner  i so ton i schen  SalzlSsung,  die be i  e i n e m  
S a u e r s t o f f d r u c k  y o n  8 a t i i  (25°C) e q u i l i b r i e r t  w u r d e ,  
k 6 n n e n  sic f iber 2 h lang  Fl i i ss igkei t  ~ a t m e n , .  
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Free A m i n o  Acid Pool  in Strains  of Shigellae 
The  ex i s tence  of a n  i n t e r n a l  a m i n o  acid pool  in  b a c t e r i a  

has  been  s h o w n  b y  severa l  i nves t i ga to r s  l-a0. MIZONO 
et  al.  4 f i r s t  showed  t h e  p resence  of free a m i n o  acids w i t h i n  
t he  cells of d y s e n t e r y  bacill i .  I n  t h e  s tud ies  on  the  m e t a -  
bol ic  ac t iv i t i e s  of m e m b e r s  of the  genus  Shigella n, a 
n u m b e r  of a m i n o  acids were n o t e d  in t h e  free a m i n o  acid 
pool  of t h r ee  s t r a i n s  of d y s e n t e r y  bacilli .  T he  com pos i t i on  
of the  'pool '  of these  s t r a i n s  g rown  in d i f f e ren t  m e d i a  is 
r e p o r t e d  in th i s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  

The  s t r a i n s  used  were Sh. flexneri 2a (NCTC 8519), 
Sh. flexneri la (NCTC 8516), a n d  Sh. dysenteriae 6 (NCTC 
6342) a n d  were  chosen  because  of t h e i r  d i f fe ren t  n u t r i -  
t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r s  n .  The  m i n i m a l  m e d i u m  in  w h i c h  t he  

s t r a i n  of Sh. flexneri 2a showed  p r o m p t  g r o w t h  was  a 
chemica l ly  def ined  basa l  m e d i u m  12 s u p p l e m e n t e d  w i t h  
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