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relating to diseases of the colon and rectum. CAR- 
SEP consists of Syllabus III, 250-question study 
manual, and Self-Assessment Examination No. 9. 
Completion of the program earns 50 Category I 

CME credits. To enroll, send a check for $125.00 
to: American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons, 
800 E. Northwest Highway, Suite 1080, Palatine, 
Illinois 60067. 

RECERTIFICATION & TIME-LIMITED 
CERTIFICATION 

RECERTIFICATI ON 

The American Board of Colon and Rectal Sur- 
gery offers recertification to all certified co lon  
and rectal surgeons.  The examinat ion  is of- 
fered annually, on a voluntary basis, and the 
first examinat ion will be given March 23, 1991 
in Chicago. 

The Board endorses  the concep t  of recertifi- 
cation bel ieving that voluntary per iodic  review 
of its Diplomates  will encourage  cont inu ing  
medical  educat ion of physicians and ulti- 
mately improve the quality of pat ient  care. 
This is obviously in the best  interest  of the 
specialty and the public,  and we urge all our  
Diplomates  to participate. 

TIME-LIMITED CERTIFICATION 

The ABCRS began issuing t ime- l imi ted  Certif- 
icates in 1990. All Diplomates  certified in 1990 
or after must  be recertif ied within eight  years 
of  the original certification to maintain their  
status. Certificates are valid for eight  years; 
therefore,  the first certificate renewal  exami- 
nat ion will be in 1998. These  Diplomates  may 
apply for recertification at any t ime up to one  
year prior to the eight-year limit. 

Time- l imi ted  certification will not  affect Di- 
p lomates  ho ld ing  certificates issued prior to 
1990. Additionally, if a Diplomate  elects to 
voluntari ly recertify, h i s /he r  original unda t ed  
certificate will not  lose its validity regardless 
of success or failure to b e c o m e  recertified. 
Upon  successful comple t ion  of the examina- 
tion, an addit ional  Recertification Certificate 
will be issued and will be valid for eight  years. 

GENERAL INFORMATION & 
REQUIREMENTS 

The second  recertification cycle has begun,  
and the Board is mai l ing applicat ion materials 
for the 1992 examinat ion  to be given on March 
21 in Chicago. All Diplomates  who  wish to 
participate must  request  applicat ion materials 
from the Board office and submit  the com- 
p le ted  documen t s  by July 15, 1991. The basic 
requ i rements  state that an applicant  must: 

Hold  a certificate issued by the American 
Board of Colon and Rectal Surgery. 

Be in the active practice or teaching of 
surgery; hold  a valid l icense to practice; 
ho ld  privileges to practice surgery in hos- 
pitals accredi ted by the Joint  Commiss ion  
on Accreditat ion of Healthcare Organiza- 
tions (JCAHO) or other  hospitals judged  
acceptable to the Board. 

Present  a s ta tement  of professional  and 
moral character from the Chief of Surgery 
in those hospitals in which  practice privi- 
leges are exercised.  

Submit  a list of member sh ip s  in local med-  
ical or surgical societies, fe l lowship in the 
American College of Surgeons or other  re- 
gional or national surgical associations. 

Accumulate  100 hours of Category I CME 
credits dur ing  the last two years p receed ing  
the date of application.  
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Submit an operative exper ience list con- 
sisting of consecutive cases for the past year 
or more reflecting their exper ience at each 
hospital where  privileges are held. 

Board of Colon and Rectal Surgery. The Board 
office will answer any questions regarding re- 
certification. Please address your inquiries and 
requests to: 

Submit applications, appropriate fees, and 
all supporting documentat ion by July 15 in 
the year preceding the examination. 

A brochure outlining complete  rules and re- 
quirements,  as well  as application materials, 
are available upon request  from the American 

The American Board of Colon and 
Rectal Surgery 

8750 Telegraph Road, Suite 410 
Taylor, MI 48180 
(313) 295-1740 


