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Presence of viruses in sludge and water: Public health 
problem 

F. Lautier and J. Lavillaureix 
Institut d'Hygibne et de M~decine PrOventive, Facultd de 
MOdecine, F-67085 Strasbourg Cedex, France 

Cont inu ing  our  detect ion of  enteroviruses  in various wa- 
ters, as we descr ibed last year, these last m o n t h s  we have  
detect  viruses in sludges. M a n y  authors  examined  digested 
and  dried sludges; we took only  raw sludges in the sewage 
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t r ea tmen t  p lan t  of  Strasbourg.  The  viruses were ob ta ined  
f rom the samples  by e lu t r ia t ion  with 10% fetal  calf  se rum in 
n o r m a l  saline (pH 7.2). The  most  f r equen t  viruses are: 
Polio I, II, III and  E C H O  viruses 7, 17 and  23. 
Besides, in  the water  samples,  44/200 are positives and  we 
found  of ten mixtures  of  viruses, the most  f requent  a r e :  
Polio l, II, III, Coxsackie B1, B3, B5 and  m a n y  E C H O  
viruses (El ,  7, 12, 14, 17, 22, 29, 30, 31). 
The  m e t h o d  we employed  is the concen t ra t ion  on  glass 
powder  (Schwartzbrod et al.) and  the ident i f ica t ion m e t h o d  
is the technique  of  Melnick.  

Announcements 

England 

1st international conference on Biointeractions 84 

London, January 4-6, 1984 

The conference 'Bio in terac t ions  84' on mate r i a l s / in te r -  
actions will be he ld  at the City Universi ty ,  London .  In- 
format ion  may be ob ta ined  f rom Mary  Korndorffer ,  Con-  
ference Organizer ,  But te rwor th  Scientific Ltd, Journals  
Division, P.O. Box 63, Wes tbury  House,  Bury Street, Gui ld -  
ford, Surrey G U 2  5BH, England.  

E X P E R I E N T I A ' s  first two assues in 1984 will feature  a 
special mul t i - au thor  review on  ' C a d m i u m  as a Complex  
Env i ronmen ta l  Problem' .  
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