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The goal of this article is to provide internal and partial external evidence that Proto-Japanese had both vowel length and pitch accent. The author examines the evidence from Ryukyuan dialects of Japanese and from prehistoric Japanese loanwords in the Ainu language. This combined evidence demonstrates that the majority of Pre-Proto-Japanese words with initial vowel length may be associated with an initial low pitch. However, there are also certain words which combine initial high pitch and initial vowel length. Comparative data from Tungusic and Korean are also used.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Two Ways of Saying ‘Thank You’ in Hong Kong Cantonese: m-goi vs. do-ze
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2019
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Exploring Chinese Experimental Literary Translation: Translation of Latin American Magic Realism into Modern Chinese
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         03 June 2015
                                    

                                

                                Meng Ji

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Translating Principles of Translation: Cross-Cultural and Multi-Brain Perspectives
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2021
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Ahagon, Chôshô (1983)Ryûka kogo jiten [A Dictionary of Old Language of Ryukyuan Songs], Naha shuppansha, Naha.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Choy, Hakkun (1978)Hankwuk pangen sacen [A Dictionary of Korean Dialects], Hyenmunsa, Seoul.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hattori, Shirô (1967) “Ainu go no on'in kôzô to akusento, [Phonological Structure and Accent of Ainu],”Onsei Kenkyû, 13, 207–223.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hattori, Shirô (1978–79) “Nihon sogo ni tsuite [About Proto-Japanese],” 1–22.Gengo.

	Hirayama, Teruo (1967)Ryûkyû Sakishima hôgen no sôgôteki kenkyû [A Comprehensive Study of Southern Ryukyuan Dialects], Meiji Shoin, Tôkyô.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hirayama, Teuro (1989/1960)Zenkoku akusento jiten [A Dictionary of Pitch Accents in All Dialects], Tôkyôtô shuppan, Tôkyô.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Igarashi, Jin'ichi (1969)Jôdai kanazukai jiten [A Dictionary of Old Japanese Spelling], Shôgakkan, Tôkyô.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Yu, Changton (1964)Ico e sacen [A Dictionary of the Korean Language During Li Dynasty Period], Yensey tayhakkyo chwulphanpu, Seoul.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Martin, Samuel Elmo (1966) “Lexical Evidence Relating Korean to Japanese,”Language 42, 185–251.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Martin, Samuel Elmo, Lee, Yang-ha, Chang, Sung-un (1967)A Korean-English Dictionary, Yale University Press, New Haven and London.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Martin, Samuel Elmo (1987)The Japanese Language through Time, Yale University Press, New Haven and London.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Nakasone, Seizen (1983)Okinawa Nakijin hôgen jiten [A Dictionary of the Nakijin Dialect on Okinawa], Kadokawa, Tôkyô.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Nam, Kwangwu (1960)Ko e sacen [A Dictionary of the Middle Korean Language], Thap chwulphansa, Seoul.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	OGJ (1963)Okinawa go jiten [A Dictionary of the Okinawan Language], Okurashô insatsukyoku, Tôkyô.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ono, Susumu (1974)Kogo jiten [A Dictionary of Classical Japanese], Iwanami, Tôkyô.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	SSTM (1975)Sravnitel'nyi slovar' tunguso-manchzhurskikh iazykov tom I [A Comparative Dictionary of the Manchu-Tungus Languages, Vol. 1], Nauka, Leningrad.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	SSTM (1977)Sravnitel'nyi slovar' tunguso-manchzhurskikh iazykov tom II [A Comparative Dictionary of the Manchu-Tungus Languages, Vol. 1], Nauka, Leningrad.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Tsintsius, Vera (1949)Sravnitel'naia fonetika tunguso-man'chzhurskikh iazykov [A Comparative Phonetics of the Manchu-Tungus Languages], Uchpedgiz, Leningrad.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Vovin, Alexander (1992 forthcoming)A Reconstruction of Proto-Ainu, ms., to be published by E.J. Brill, Leiden.

	Whitman, John Bradford (1985)The Phonological Basis For the Comparison of Japanese and Korean, PhD dissertation, Harvard.


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Asian Languages and Cultures, University of Michigan, 3070 Frieze Building, 48109-1285, Ann Arbor, MI
Alexander Vovin


Authors	Alexander VovinView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Vovin, A. Long vowels in Proto-Japanese.
                    J East Asian Linguis 2, 125–134 (1993). https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01732501
Download citation
	Received: 26 December 1991

	Revised: 02 June 1992

	Issue Date: June 1993

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01732501


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Comparative Data
	High Pitch
	Combine Evidence
	Pitch Accent
	External Evidence








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					44.196.57.118
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    