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In this study, the sensitivity and specificity of the Can- 
diSelect medium for identification of Candida albicans 
were 100% and 96.8%, respectively. The corresponding 
figures for the serum G T  test were 98.8% and 100%. 
Occasional false-positive results have been repor ted for 
isolates of Candida tropicalis and Trichosporon species 
after 48 h of incubation on CandiSelect medium (S. 
Cranmer,  personal  communication).  Our  work con- 
firms that these species can cause problems and adds 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae to the list of organisms that 
give false-positive results. Of  some concern, 4 of 19 
(21%) Candida tropicalis isolates developed blue colo- 
nies on CandiSelect agar. Addit ional  work is needed to 
assess the significance of this problem. 

The use of some chromogenic  culture media permits 
the rapid detection and presumptive identification of 
several organisms in mixed cultures f rom clinical mate-  
rial. For instance, Chromagar  Candida medium 
(Chromagar ,  France) allows the presumptive identifica- 
tion of Candida albicans, Candida krusei and Candida 
tropicalis; it is also capable of distinguishing these spe- 
cies f rom other yeasts on the basis of differing colonial 
colours [5-8]. In contrast, other  chromogenic  media,  
such as AlbicansID (bioM6rieux), are only capable of 
distinguishing Candida albicans [5]. Although Candi- 
Select is less versatile than Chromagar  Candida, it does 
appear  to be a useful medium for the detection and 
presumptive identification of Candida albicans f rom 
clinical material.  

References 

1. Wingard JR: Importance of Candida species other than C. albi- 
cans as pathogens in oncology patients. Clinical Infectious Dis- 
eases (1995) 20:115-125 

2. Price MF, La Rocco MT, Gentry LO: Fluconazole susceptibili- 
ties of Candida species and distribution of species recovered 
from blood cultures over a 5-year period. Antimicrobial 
Agents and Chemotherapy (1994) 38:1422-1424 

3. Mackenzie DWR: Serum germ tube identification of Candida 
albicans. Journal of Clinical Pathology (1962) 15:563-565 

4. Heelan JS, Siliezar D, Coon K: Comparison of rapid testing 
methods for enzyme production with the germ tube method 
for presumptive identification of Candida albicans. Journal of 
Clinical Microbiology (1996) 34:2847-2849 

5. Baumgartner C, Freydiere AM, Gille Y: Direct identification 
and recognition of yeast species from clinical material by using 
Albicans ID and CHROMagar Candida plates. Journal of 
Clinical Microbiology (1996) 34:454~56 

6. Odds FC, Bernaerts R: CHROMagar Candida, a new differen- 
tial isolation medium for presumptive identification of clinical- 
ly important Candida species. Journal of Clinical Microbiology 
(1994) 32:1923-1929 

7. Pfaller MA, Houston A, Coffman S: Application of CHROM- 
agar Candida for rapid screening of clinical specimens for Can- 
dida albicans, Candida tropicalis, Candida krusei, and Candida 
(Torulopsis) glabrata. Journal of Clinical Microbiology (1996) 
34:58-61 

8. San-Millan R, Ribacoba L, Ponton J, Quindos G: Evaluation 
of a commercial medium for identification of Candida species. 
European Journal of Clinical Microbiology & Infectious Dis- 
eases (1996) 15:153-158 

9. Salkin IF, Land GA, Hurd NJ, Goldson PR, McGinnis MR: 
Evaluation of YeastIdent and Uni-Yeast-Tek yeast identifica- 
tion systems. Journal of Clinical Microbiology (1987) 
25: 625-627 

Erratum 

The author  names for the manuscript  of Pel troche-Llacsahuanga et al. that appeared  in Volume 17, 
Number  2, contents list, should read as follows: H. Peltroche-Llacshuanga,  H. Kentrup,  G. Haase  


