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en joyed  the  general  respect  and  es teem b o t h  of his colleagues and  his s tudents  to w h o m  
he was a fa ther ly  adviser  and  friend. To the  I n s t i t u t e ' s  s taff  he was an  unforge t tab le  
chief. He  a lways  behaved  in a dignified bu t  unassuming  manne r  -- doct iss imus quisque  
modes t i ss imus  --  and  his rare personal  qual i t ies  won h im popu l a r i t y  and  m a n y  friends. 
His  a t t i t ude  to  events  before and af te r  lt{unich and  pa r t i cu la r ly  dur ing  the  occupat ion 
per iod was  a lways  exemplary .  This  is ]borne ou t  by  al l  who  came in to  contac t  wi th  
h i m  dur ing this  diff icul t  period. Af te r  t he  mobi l i sa t ion  in 1938 he did n o t  conceal his 
convic t ion  t h a t  our  na t ion  as a whole would  safely surv ive  the  terr ible  second world war  
a l though  m a n y  of his contemporar ies  would  no t  l ive to see i ts  h a p p y  end. And  on 
F e b r u a r y  18, 1945, he predic ted  tha t  the  war  and also our  suffering would  be ended 
wi th in  two months ,  no t  suspect ing  of course tha t  he was p rophecy ing  the  clay of his own 
dea th  p rac t i ca l ly  to the  day.  The  loss to  Czechoslovak physics  caused by  his p rema tu re  
end was the  greater  in t ha t  Z~,vi~ka was i ts  recognised leader.  

Rece ived  20. 11. 1954. 
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Vy~lo dne 30. IV. 1955. 


