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Obituary Prof. Beniamino Guidetti
1918 — 1989

Professor Beniamino Guidetti left us on the 4th of
July 1989. He was a pioneer of Italian neurosurgery
and a great teacher, both as a neurosurgeon and as a
man, an example of integrity and incredible tenacity
right up until his final hours of life.

He was born in 1918 and
graduated in Naples in 1942.
He began working in general
surgery but immediately op-
ted for neurosurgery, reali-
zing the need (to quote one
of his favourite sayings) “to
begin where others have al-
ready arrived”. Between
1947 and 1950 he spent about
4 years with Professor Oli-
vecrona in Stockholm. In
1950 he spent another year
working at the Lahey Clinic
in Boston and the Temple
University Hospital in Phi-
ladelphia. On his return to
Italy in 1951, he organized
the neurosurgical service at
the Neurological Clinic of
the Bologna  University
where he remained until 1955
when he was called back to
Rome.

He was founder of the Institute of Neurosurgery of
the Rome State University, where he channelled his
remarkable energies into the creation of a school which
would produce many future chiefs of neurosurgical
centres in Italy: Alvisi in Bologna; Moscatelli in Bari;
Gambacorta and Palma in Siena; Cantore, Giuffré and
Riccio in Rome.

Like all great surgeons, he handled even the most
difficult operations with simplicity, elegance and ra-
pidity, bringing the number of operations performed
in the Institute he directed up to over 20000 by 1988,
in all fields of neurosurgery.
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We all knew and appreciated his vast scientific
contributions, particularly those considered to be im-
portant steps in worldwide neurosurgical literature
such as intracranial meningiomas, intramedullary tu-
mours, cervical myelopathies and carotid ophthalmic
aneurysms.

He constantly played an
important role in the Italian
Society of Neurosurgery as
well as being prominent in
the European Association of
Neurosurgical Societies and
the World Federation: in
fact, in 1963 when he was
Secretary of the S.I.N. he or-
ganized the European Con-
gress of Neurosurgery in
Rome.

During his continuous
and taxing career he was al-
ways able to count on the
support and help of his wife
Caterina and their three chil-
dren Gabriclla, Vincenzo
and Guilio whose love and
respect gave him great hap-
piness.

To wus, his pupils, he
taught many things, both by
his advice and by his example as a fighter: He was used
to facing up to any sort of obstacle, surgical or other-
wise, and during his last months and even his very last
days, he still managed to come into the clinic every
day, despite considerable respiratory difficulties, taking
an active interest in everything and everyone. There-
fore, his last lesson to us all was how to face death
with calm and dignity, immersed in the ncurosurgery
to which he dedicated, quite literally, his entire life,
right up to the end.
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