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CORRECTION TO PREVIOUS EVALUATION OF FACILITATED 
COMMUNICATION 

Since publication of my personal evaluation of Facilitated Communi- 
cation (Bettison, 1991), I have had some communication both with Rose- 
mary Crossley of the DEAL Centre in Melbourne, Victoria, and with Annie 
McDonald. While their reaction to my comments was generally positive, 
McDonald was most unhappy with my references to her. She has asked 
me to bring the following information, not originally available to me, to 
the attention of JADD readers. 
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McDonald's visit to the South Australian Centre for Crippled Chil- 
dren, referred to in my evaluation, was for a wheelchair and switch assess- 
ment, not a communication assessment. She informs me that she underwent 
two assessments of her ability to read, carried out by psychologists in 1977 
and 1978, using procedures in which neither the assessor nor the facilitator 
knew the answers to questions put to her. These established that she had 
reading skills. She also informed me of two assessments by psychologists 
in 1979 using subtests of the WAIS with facilitation and the Peabody Pic- 
ture Vocabulary Test without facilitation. On the basis of these results, the 
Supreme Court of Victoria judged that she had the capacity to make de- 
cisions for herself and to manage her own affairs. 

McDonald is currently completing the final year of her university 
studies for a degree in humanities. She intends visiting the United States 
later this year. Her concern is that those she meets during her visit accept 
her as she is, without any preconceptions that may have been engendered 
inadvertently by my earlier letter. 

However, the value or otherwise of Facilitated Communication for 
people with autism remains unanswered until independent scientific evi- 
dence is available about facilitator influence and treatment outcomes. At 
least one formal clinical evaluation has begun in Australia. Information 
about the evaluation can be obtained from Tony Attwood, Intellectual Dis- 
ability Services, P.O. Box 806, Brisbane, Queensland 4001, Australia, Tele- 
phone (07) 224-4964 (visitors and requests for information are welcome). 

Sue Bettison, Chief Executive Officer 
Autistic Association of  New South Wales 

Box 361 
Forestville, N.S.W. 2087 Australia 
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THE PREVALENCE OF RE'IT SYNDROME AND INFANTILE 
AUTISM IN CHIKUGO DISTRICT, THE SOUTHWESTERN AREA 

OF FUKUOKA PREFECTURE, JAPAN 

Rett syndrome (RS) is well known as one of the mental disorders 
with autistic behavior. The prevalence of RS is thought to be approximately 


