The IR spectrum of the compounds obtained showed strong bands in the 3400-3380 em~1
region corresponding to the stretching vibrations of the N=CH group of the side chain, and
also absorption bands at 3060—3080 cmfl, corresponding to the stretching vibrations of CH
groups. The fragmentation in the mass spectra corresponded to the structures of the compoun
obtained. The breakdown of the molecular ions took place similarly to that of the molecular
ion of 2-(dimethylaminomethylideneamino)benzimidazole [2]. The elementary analyses of the
compounds obtained corresponded to the calculated figures,.
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PURIFICATION OF UBIQUINONE

V. V. Maslov, Yu. A. Sultanovich,
A. P. Nechaev, and A. D. Gololobov UDC 5435—48:577.15

The process of obtaining ubiquinone (coenzyme Qq) consists in saponifying a microbial
fat with hot ethanolic alkali, extracting the unsaponifiable lipids, and freeing the extract:
from paraffins by column chromatography. At the present time, in purification with the aid
of preparative chromatography alumina is used as the adsorbent, but the high activity of this
sorbent leads to losses of ubiquinone.

We propose a method for purlfying ubiquinone using preparative liquid chromatography in
a column filled with silica gel. The absorption of the pure substance is in the 250-280 nm
region, which permits it to be revealed with the aid of a UV detector. The column was fillec
by the suspension method under a pressure of 300 atm with type LG (5/40) silica gel. As the
eluting liquid we used a solvent system consisting of hexane and diethyl ether. A product
containing 60% of pure ubiquinone was deposited on the column.

In order to search for the optimum conditions of performing the purification process
we used the experimental-planning procedure. As the result of a statistical analysis, a sys-
tem of regression equations adequately describing the process of isolating the pure substance
was obtained:

=-—32,8-29,3 V2162,5V43,2 P—0,00485¢ +0.925—3.4 VP, 7=31.8-963
V2—51,6V+0,51 P23 P—0,063S. + 4 VP w=31,8426,

where K is the separation factor of the main substance and the impurity; S is the polarity
of the solvent; V is the velocity of movement of the eluent; P is the charge on the column;
and T is the time of performing the process.

The equations found showed that the maximum yield of ubiquinone can be obtained at a
rate of elution of 1 ml/min in a system consisting of n-hexane and diethyl ether (5:2).

The annual demand for ubiquinone is about 300 kg. On working under the optimum condi-
tions using a separating column with dimensions of 10-30 cm it is possible to isolate 100
kg of product with a purity of more than 977, which satisfies the requirements of the
technical conditions.

LITERATURE CITED
1. G. I. Samokhvalov and E. A. Obol'nikova, Usp. Khim., 36, 1012 (1967).

Technological Institute of the Food Industry, Moscow. Translated from Khimiya Prirodnyk
Soedineii, No. 6, p. 793, November-December, 1982, Original article submitted June 17, 1982.

0009-3130/82/1806-0763$07.50 © 1983 Plenum Publishing Corporation 763



