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that the fructosamine assay responds strictly proportional to increas- 
ing glycation of albumin [12], which is in effect used for the stan- 
dardization of an improved version of the fructosamine assay [13]. 

The argument that the fructosamine assay correlates well with 
the HPLC method [2] because both assays might be similarly sensi- 
tive to non-specificity or interferences does not take into account 
that these two assays operate by completely different principles. 
Glucose is one metabolite where common interference seems 
possible because it has reducing properties and binds to boronate af- 
finity columns. However, apart from any resulting interference 
which would be expected to have the opposite result, free glucose is 
known to have little effect on the fructosamine assay [14]. Therefore, 
the probability that two basically different methods correlate well 
because of similar non-specificity seems extremely low. It appears 
much more likely that both assays correlate well because they 
measure closely related quantities, glycated albumin and protein 
glycation. 

In summary there are strong arguments that the HPLC method 
might yield more accurate results for glycated albumin than those 
methods whose value has not been questioned. If accurate quantita- 
tion can be rigorously shown, then the HPLC method might serve as 
a reference for less complex and costly routine methods. 

Yours sincerely, 
E. Vorberg 
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Erratum 

Diabetologia, Volume 35, Number 3, March 1992 

pp 267-271, A. Goday et al.: Incidence of Type i (insulin-depen- 
dent) diabetes in Catalonia (Spain) 

On page 267, under the heading, should read: 
A. Goday 1. 
~ Servei d'Endocrinologia, Hospital Clinic, Servei d'Endocrinologia, 
Hospital de l'Esperanqa, Barcelona. Comissi6 d'Epidemiologia del 
Consell Assessor sobre la Diabeis a Catalunya. 
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