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                                    Abstract
Exposure to environmental contaminants plays a significant role in the development and progression of numerous types of malignancies including reproductive cancers. Many environmental contaminants mimic the natural hormones; they are called endocrine disruptors, which include both natural and man-made chemicals that are present in large quantities in the environment posing adverse health issues. Several groups of environmental chemicals such as metals and metalloids, congeners of polychlorinated biphenyls and dioxins, plasticizers, pesticides, and nanoparticles fall under the endocrine disruptors and posing diverse health effects. The most common cancers in female include the breast and ovarian cancers where as in case of male, the testicular and prostate cancers. Apart from altering the signaling pathways, expression of tumor suppressor genes and mutations, the endocrine disruptors also induce oxidative stress that damage the cellular macromolecules. Antioxidants, both natural and synthetic chemicals, are under the consideration for the chemopreventive measures. This chapter discusses the role of environmental contaminants, oxidative stress, and reproductive cancers.
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