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   Synonyms

   
    Trophic structure; Trophic web

   

  

 
 
  
   Definition

   
    Trophic dynamics is the basic process of transference of energy from one trophic level to the next in an ecosystem.

   

  

 
 
  
   Introduction

   
    The basic process of energy transfer in ecosystems occurs through trophic dynamics (Lindeman, 1942). Trophic dynamics in tropical and subtropical estuarine and coastal marine ecosystems are characterized by a broad heterogeneity, which is determined by highly diverse biological communities and complex trophic webs with a high degree of interaction (Manickchand-Heileman et al., 1998). The dynamic nature of trophic web interactions and the variation in structure and function of several coastal systems (including estuaries) are well known.

    From the time of naturalists to the present-day ecologists, there has been an enormous interest in understanding energy transfer in ecosystems, and research has increased notably since Lindeman (1942) coined the concept of trophic dynamics. This concept, along with the...
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