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                                    Abstract
For the last several years a debate has raged about methods in general ethics, whether theological or philosophical, and in bioethics as one area of applied or practical ethics. It has often focused on what has been characterized as the dominant paradigm in bioethics — the appeal to principles. This approach has recently been disparagingly labelled “principlism” [18]. As a defender of principles in bioethics, I will nevertheless use this label of “principlism” as a short-hand expression for a position that I have presented in several works, especially in Principles of Biomedical Ethics ([3], [4], [5]) — hereafter PBE — which I co-authored with Tom L. Beauchamp.1
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