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   Introduction: The Moral and Legal Promises and Challenges Related to Autonomous Vehicles (AVs)

   
    Combining the luxury of relaxing while taking a train or plane with the flexibility of going by car is tempting and promises to be morally advantageous to boot. By removing the burden of having to constantly pay attention while driving, nothing less than another mobility revolution is about to unfold with the rise of autonomous vehicles (AVs). There is even a moral duty to allow AVs if, what is often said to be the case, they really are much safer than human-driven cars. What is more, AVs allow for more inclusion as driver’s licenses and driving ability would be relics of the past, and the environment should profit as well (cf. Fagnant and Kockelman 2015 for an overview of the likely advantages of AVs).

    Those benefits come at a price, however. Even AVs will be involved in accidents. The possibility of programing the outcome of such accidents involves making decisions about moral dilemmas in...
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Appendix
Appendix
The German original of Section 1g of the German Act on Autonomous Driving 2021 reads:

              “Der Hersteller muss den Halter präzise, klar und in leichter Sprache über die Einstellungsmöglichkeiten zur Privatsphäre und zur Verarbeitung der Daten, die beim Betrieb des Kraftfahrzeugs in der autonomen Fahrfunktion verarbeitet werden, informieren. Die diesbezügliche Software des Kraftfahrzeugs muss Wahlmöglichkeiten zur Art und Weise der Speicherung und der Übermittlung der in der autonomen Fahrfunktion verarbeiteten Daten vorsehen und dem Halter entsprechende Einstellungen ermöglichen.”

            

Note that this entry has been finalized before the Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/1426 of 5 August 2022 has been enacted (Official Journal of the European Union L 221/1).
This European Union regulation lays down rules for the application of Regulation (EU) 2019/2144 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards uniform procedures and technical specifications for the type-approval of the automated driving system (ADS) of fully automated vehicles.
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