
    
    
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


    
        Skip to main content

        
        

        
            
                Advertisement

                

            

        

        

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    






        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                
                
                    
[image: Book cover]


Encyclopaedia of the History of Science, Technology, and Medicine in Non-Western Cultures pp 1–7Cite as






                

                
    
        
            	
                        Home



	
                        Encyclopaedia of the History of Science, Technology, and Medicine in Non-Western Cultures

	
                        Living reference work entry


                                Water Systems in Bronze and Iron Age Israel

                                	Avraham Lynch2 & 
	Helaine Selin2 


                                	Living reference work entry
	First Online: 01 January 2014



                                
                                    
    
        
            	
                        435 Accesses

                    


        

    



                                


                                
                                
                            

                        
                        

                            
                                
                                    

 The Near East is located on the edge of the desert. Part of the region is arid/semiarid, and as droughts are a frequent phenomenon, water is a scarce resource even in the Mediterranean climate zone. Water was therefore an important factor determining the situation of settlements in antiquity. Initially, many settlements were located near water sources, mainly springs (rivers are a rare phenomenon in Israel). However, since security was also a major consideration, larger settlements gradually tended to be situated on top of hills. In this conflict of interests, security had, in most cases, the upper hand, and alternative means of obtaining drinking water had to be secured.

 
  
   Wells

   
    A well is an artificial shaft sunk into the ground all the way to the water table. One of the earliest known wells was uncovered at the submerged Neolithic village of “Atlit Yam.” Later wells are known from Beersheba, Lachish, and Tel Zeror, and it seems as if the practice became widespread from the Iron Age...
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