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                                    Abstract
Recognising the way visions of the future can shape our expectations of, and aspirations for education, this chapter tells the story of a series of inter-related attempts to diversify the groups usually involved in envisioning future education environments. It describes the experiences and lessons learned in seeking to mobilise digital technologies to assist in widening participation in educational futures research; highlights the tensions that accrue to such an endeavour around questions of expertise, insight and warrants to speak; identifies the many barriers to diversifying participation in these discussions; but highlights, as well, the value of ensuring that multiple and diverse voices are included in discussions about education: now and for the future.
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                            Notes
	1.There is a substantial field of futures research that elaborates these arguments. Key sources would include Wendell Bell’s “Foundations of Future Studies” (1997) or Inayatullah’s (2008) “Causal Layered Analysis Reader”.


	2.See, for example, the discussions on the importance of extending debate about educational futures to a wider public in Marie Brennan’s (2001) keynote Debates on schooling: The futures we have to have or the futures we might stand up for?; see also Classroom of the future: Orchestrating collaborative spaces (Mäkitalo-Siegl et al. 2009).


	3.The programme was run by a team at Futurelab led by Keri Facer in collaboration with the Department for Children Schools and Families. Mary Ulicsak, Jessica Pykett and Dan Sutch led the work on public engagement. Clara Lemon led the design of the engagement tools and Richard Sandford and Stephen Sayers led the academic and policy engagement.


	4.Sources we have drawn on to inform this perspective include: Kafai and Resnick (1996), Scaife et al. (1997), and Druin (1998, 1999).


	5.
                  http://coi.gov.uk/guidance.php?page=283
                


	6.A full account of the project is available in Facer and Sandford (2010).


	7.See www.millionfutures.org.uk – this tool is still live, and contributions can still be made to the resource and other people’s contributions explored. The results are not, at the present time, being analysed.


	8.wefeelfine.org was created by Jonathan Harris and Sep Kamvar in 2005.


	9.For example, Elise Boulding wrote about these issues in 1977 (Boulding 1977).


	10.See www.powerleague.org.uk – although the leagues used for BCH are no longer accessible the full list of results can be found at http://www.beyondcurrenthorizons.org.uk/evidence/public-engagement/power-league/
                  


	11.This longlist of 11 areas is outlined at http://www.beyondcurrenthorizons.org.uk/background/research-challenges/long-list-of-challenges/
                


	12.For a longer discussion on differences between “future-proofing” and “future-building” schools see Facer (2011).
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