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Natural Cellulose Fibers from Renewable Resources
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In addition to the by-products from the major food crops, several other nontradi-
tional lignocellulosic sources have been studied as sources for fibers. Examples of
such plants used for fiber production include bamboo [07Rao], Wrightia tinctoria
[05Sub], piassava [06Alm], blue agave [13Kes], stinging nettle [08Bod], sponge
gourd [09Gui], Luffa cylindrica [10Siq], and others. Most of these sources are
available in small quantities or need to be exclusively grown (bamboo) and do not
have highly distinguishable properties. We have therefore not covered these fibers
in this chapter.
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