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                                    Abstract
It is known that human complement is more efficient at lysing erythrocytes of other species than at lysing homologous erythrocytes. This phenomenon has been called homologous species restriction (Hänsch et al. 1981) of complement- mediated hemolysis. Human complement is restricted by at least three proteins known so far. Decay accelerating factor (Nicholson-Weller et al. 1982) is a powerful regulator of cell bound C3/C5 convertase. At the end of the complement cascade, two separate proteins seem to act. The lower molecular weight protein was first isolated as P18 (Sugita et al. 1988) and is also known as IF5 or HRF20 (Okada et al. 1989), MIRL (Holguin et al. 1989), and CD59 (Davies et al. 1989). The other higher molecular weight protein is homologous restriction factor (Zalman et al. 1986a), also known as C8 binding protein (Schönermark et al. 1986) and MIP (Watts et al. 1990). This review will focus on homologous restriction factor.
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