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                                    Abstract
The incidence of skeletal tuberculosis differs between Europe and North America, on the one hand, and developing countries, on the other, it being higher in the latter [109, 128, 140]. In addition, the character of the disease is different: in tropical countries (India, tropical Africa, Asia, South America) and among immigrants from these countries, tuberculous skeletal involvement more often presents as an acute osteomyelitis or arthritis, has a toxic cause [43], and can be very destructive [18, 29, 128, 140, 166]. In these countries factors such as malnutrition, inadequate housing, poor medical services, and lack of health education contribute to the high incidence of bone and joint tuberculosis [140]. Interracial differences are also found as regards the age at onset of the tuberculous process — this being low among nonwhite populations [12, 29, 31, 40, 47, 64, 78, 109, 136, 140, 173]. In low-prevalence countries, skeletal manifestations usually present with less severe bone destruction.
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