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Abstract. A lot of improvements and optimizations for the hardware
implementation of SubBytes of Rijndael, in detail inversion in F28 have
been reported. Instead of the Rijndael original F28 , it is known that its
isomorphic tower field F((22)2)2 has a more efficient inversion. For the
towerings, several kinds of bases such as polynomial and normal bases
can be used in mixture. Different from the meaning of this mixture of
bases, this paper proposes another mixture that contributes to the re-
duction of the critical path delay of SubBytes. To the F(22)2–inversion
architecture, for example, the proposed mixture inputs and outputs ele-
ments represented with normal and polynomial bases, respectively.

1 Introduction

SubBytes of the Advanced Encryption Standard (AES), that is Rijndael, uses
arithmetic operations in F28 , especially inversion [8]. From the viewpoint of
hardware implementation, it is said that tower field technique efficiently works
and then a lot of efficient techniques have been reported [4,9]. In detail, instead
of the Rijndael original F28 , its isomorphic tower field F((22)2)2 is efficiently ap-
plied for calculating an inversion in SubBytes. According to Canright’s work [2],
there are 432 possible combinations of the modular polynomials and bases for
constructing tower field F((22)2)2 . Morioka et al’s work [7] adopted only polyno-
mial bases and Canright’s work [2] did only normal bases; however, the difference
causes little influence for the critical path delays. For example, another efficient
construction that is introduced at Sec. 2.4 of this paper has the same critical
path delay. It uses two normal bases and one polynomial basis for the towering
bases in mixture. Different from the meaning of this mixture of bases, this paper
proposes to use normal and polynomial bases in mixture.

When the tower field F((22)2)2 is used in SubBytes, it needs certain conversion
matrices between the Rijndael original F28 and the tower field F((22)2)2 . A few
papers [2,6] have discussed the efficiency of conversion matrices. Most of those
previous works just discuss the number of 1’s in the conversion matrices; how-
ever, this paper focuses on their critical path delays only, in detail, the Hamming
weights of the row vectors of the conversion matrices. It has been experimen-
tally shown that there are some rare conversion matrices whose row vectors all
have the Hamming weights less than or equal to 4. It is very important for
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the hardware implementation. For such efficient conversion matrices, Canright’s
approach [2] such as greedy algorithm and tree structure analysis will be also
applied to decrease the number of 1’s in the matrices.

The mixture of bases proposed in this paper, in brief mixed bases, means the
following usage of two different bases such as polynomial and normal bases. Let
A = a0β + a1β

4, a0, a1 ∈ F22 be a non–zero element represented with normal
basis {β, β4} in F(22)2 , where β is a zero of g(x) = x2 + x + α and α is a zero of
e(x) = x2 + x + 1. Then, calculate its inverse D = A−1 in F(22)2 as

D = A−1 = (a0β + a1β
4)−1 = d0 + d1β, d0, d1 ∈ F22 . (1)

The most important point is that the input A is represented with normal basis
{β, β4} but the output D is represented with polynomial basis {1, β}. This pa-
per especially applies the mixed bases to the inversions in F(22)2 and F((22)2)2 .
It is shown that the former contributes to the reduction of the critical path de-
lay of F((22)2)2–inversion and the latter connects the F((22)2)2–inversion to some
efficient conversion matrices. As previously introduced, the conversion matrices
have smaller critical path delays and they are quite rare cases. In addition, it is
shown that the use of the mixed bases has little influence to the number of gates
needed for the logical architectures but reduces the critical path delays.

2 Preliminaries

This section briefly introduces the conventional construction of an inversion in
tower field F((22)2)2 for the use in S-Box (SubBytes) of AES. In detail, let us
review the adopted bases, modular polynomials, calculation procedure of an in-
version in F((22)2)2 , and then Morioka’s work [7], Canrigt’s work [2], and another
efficient construction. Since the tower field is used with two conversion matrices
for the isomorphism between F28 and F((22)2)2 , the conventional viewpoints of
the efficiency of conversion matrices are also introduced.

2.1 Extension Field F28 and Its Tower Construction F((22)2)2

8-bit inputs and outputs of the S-Box are dealt as elements in binary field of
extension degree 8, that is F28 . Among the arithmetic operations in the binary
field, inversion plays an important role in SubBytes. In detail, the SubBytes cal-
culates the multiplicative inverse A−1 of a non–zero input element A ∈ F

∗
28 and

then carries out a certain Affine transformation. For the preparation of F28 , AES
[8] originally adopts an irreducible polynomial x8 +x4 +x3 +x+1 as the modu-
lar polynomial; however, it is well known that its isomorphic tower construction
F((22)2)2 achieves a more efficient inversion together with Itoh–Tsujii inversion
algorithm (ITA) [5]. In detail, first construct F22 by using the irreducible poly-
nomial e(x) = x2 + x + 1 over F2

1, then construct F(22)2 by using a certain
irreducible polynomial f(x) of degree 2 over F22 , and then construct F((22)2)2

by using a certain irreducible polynomial g(x) of degree 2 over F(22)2 . Thus,
the efficiencies of the arithmetic operations in F((22)2)2 are closely related to the

1 Any other irreducible polynomials of degree 2 over F2 does not exist.
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selection of the modular polynomials and the bases for the towerings. For exam-
ple, polynomial and normal bases are efficient for multiplication and Frobenius
mapping, respectively. In the case that the characteristic is equal to 2 such as
AES, Frobenius mapping is equivalent to squaring.

2.2 Morioka’s Construction [7]

Conventional works such as [4] have often referred to Morioka et al.’s construc-
tion [7] for achieving efficient inversion in F((22)2)2 . Morioka’s work [7] adopts
e(x) = x2 +x+1 with its polynomial basis {1, α} for F22 , f(x) = x2 +x+α with
its polynomial basis {1, β} for F(22)2 , and g(x) = x2 + x + λ, λ = α2β with its
polynomial basis {1, γ} for F((22)2)2 , where α ∈ F22 , β ∈ F(22)2 , and γ ∈ F((22)2)2

are zeros of e(x), f(x), and g(x), respectively. Note that it adopts polynomial
bases for all towerings. Its critical path delays are summarized in Table 1.

2.3 Canright’s Construction [2]

Different from Morioka’s work, Canright’s work [2] adopts e(x) = x2 +x+1 with
its normal basis {α, α2} for F22 , f(x) = x2 +x+α with its normal basis {β, β4}
for F(22)2 , and g(x) = x2 + x + λ, λ = α2β with its normal basis {γ, γ16} for
F((22)2)2 , where α ∈ F22 , β ∈ F(22)2 , and γ ∈ F((22)2)2 are zeros of e(x), f(x),
and g(x), respectively. It is noted that it adopts normal bases for all towerings.
Its critical path delays are summarized in Table 1.

2.4 Another Efficient Construction

This section introduces another efficient construction. Different from Morioka’s
and Canright’s works, it adopts e(x) = x2 + x + 1 with its normal basis {α, α2}
for F22 , f(x) = x2 +x+α with its polynomial basis {1, β} for F(22)2 , and g(x) =
x2 + x + λ, λ = α2β with its normal basis {γ, γ16} for F((22)2)2 , where α ∈ F22 ,
β ∈ F(22)2 , and γ ∈ F((22)2)2 are zeros of e(x), f(x), and g(x), respectively. Its
critical path delays are summarized in Table 1.

The improvements proposed in this paper are started from this construction,
thus in what follows let us briefly review its arithmetic operations in F22 , F(22)2 ,
and F((22)2)2 . Their calculation architectures are summarized in App. A.

Arithmetic operations in F22. In the same of Canright’s work [2], construct
F22 with the modular polynomial e(x) = x2 +x+1 and its normal basis {α, α2}
as follows. According to the coefficients of e(x) whose zero is α, α + α2 = 1 and
α3 = 1. Let A = a0α+a1α

2, B = b0α+ b1α
2, a0, a1, b0, b1 ∈ F2 , a multiplication

C = AB becomes as follows (Fig. 7).

AB = (a0α + a1α
2)(b0α + b1α

2)
= a1b1α + a0b0α

2 + (a1b0 + a0b1)(α + α2)
= {(a0 + a1)(b0 + b1) + a0b0}α + {(a0 + a1)(b0 + b1) + a1b1}α2

= c0α + c1α
2 = C. (2)
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For a non–zero element A in F22 , Frobenius mapping with respect to F2 , that
is squaring, is equivalent to inversion as follows (Fig. 8).

A2 = A−1 = (a0α + a1α
2)2 = a0α

2 + a1α
4 = a1α + a0α

2. (3)

Times α and times α2 are carried out as follows (Fig. 9).

αA = a0α
2 + a1α

3 = a1α + (a0 + a1)α2, (4a)
α2A = a0α

3 + a1α
4 = (a0 + a1)α + a0α

2. (4b)

Arithmetic operations in F(22)2 . In the same of Morioka et al.’s work [7], con-
struct F(22)2 with the modular polynomial g(x) = x2 + x+ α and its polynomial
basis {1, β}. Thus, the arithmetic operations and calculation procedures become
as follows. Let A = a0 + a1β, B = b0 + b1β, a0, a1, b0, b1 ∈ F22 , a multiplication
C = AB in F(22)2 is carried out as follows (Fig. 10).

AB = (a0 + a1β)(b0 + b1β)
= (a0b0 + a1b1α) + {(a0 + a1)(b0 + b1) + a0b0}β

= c0 + c1β = C. (5)

Frobenius mapping of A with respect to F22 , that is 4–th power operation,
becomes as follows.

A22
= a0 + a1β

4 = a0 + a1(β + 1) = (a0 + a1) + a1β. (6)

The square of A is calculated as follows (Fig. 11).

A2 = a2
0 + a2

1β
2 = a2

0 + a2
1(β + α) = (a2

0 + a2
1α) + a2

1β. (7)

Let A be a non–zero element in F(22)2 , its inverse D = A−1 is calculated by ITA
as follows (Fig. 12).

A−1 = (AA4)−1A4

=
{
(a0 + a1β)(a0 + a1β

4)
}−1

((a0 + a1) + a1β)

=
{
a0(a0 + a1) + a2

1α
}−1

((a0 + a1) + a1β)
= d0 + d1β = D. (8)

Times λ = (α+1)β = α2β, that is the constant term of the modular polynomial
g(x), is carried out as follows (Fig. 13).

α2βA = a0α
2β + a1α

2β2 = a0α
2β + a1α

2(β + α) = a1 + (a0 + a1)α2β. (9)

Inversion in F((22)2)2 . In the same of Canright’s construction [2], construct
F((22)2)2 with the modular polynomial g(x) = x2+x+λ, λ = α2β with its normal
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basis {γ, γ16}. Let A = a0γ + a1γ
16, a0, a1 ∈ F(22)2 be a non–zero element in

F((22)2)2 , ITA calculates its inverse D = A−1 as follows (Fig. 14).

A−1 = (AA16)−1A16

=
{
a0a1(γ + γ16)2 + (a2

0 + a2
1)γγ16

}−1 (
a1γ + a0γ

16
)

=
{
a0a1 + (a0 + a1)2λ

}−1 (
a1γ + a0γ

16
)

= d0γ + d1γ
16 = D. (10)

Efficiencies of various tower fields. One of typical features of Morioka’s
work [7] is that all of the towering bases are polynomial bases such as {1, α}
for F22 . As introduced in Canright’s work [2], not only polynomial bases but
also normal bases are available for the towering bases and it is said that there
are 432 possible combinations. Canright’s work [2] has introduced an efficient
construction of tower field F((22)2)2 that uses normal bases for all towerings.
As introduced in [2], it will be one of the best combinations for tower field
F((22)2)2 ; however, such good constructions of inversion in tower field F((22)2)2

have a comparable compactness. According to his detail report [3], the best
inversion introduced in [2] and that shown in Sec. 2.4 have almost the same
compactness. In addition, the improvements and optimizations introduced in
Morioka et al.’s and Canright’s works [7], [2] will be also efficiently applied to
the inversions shown in this paper. Thus, this paper focuses on the inversion in
F((22)2)2 and the conversion matrices with the viewpoint of critical path delay
and without discussing the compactness.

2.5 Conversion Matrices with the Viewpoint of Conjugates

As shown in Fig. 1 and the following Eqs. (12), when the inversion in the iso-
morphic tower field F((22)2)2 is applied to SubBytes instead of that of the Rijndael
original F28 , the input 8–bit vector needs to be converted to the corresponding
element in F((22)2)2 . Then, after calculating its inverse in F((22)2)2 , the result
needs to be returned to the Rijndael–original vector representation. Thus, two
conversion matrices together with a certain Affine transformation are required
before and after the inversion in F((22)2)2 (Fig. 1).

(b) decryption phase

(a) encryption phase

Inversion

in F((22)2)2

�� ×M � ×AM̄ � outputintput
8 8

�� ×M̄ � ×MĀ � inputoutput
8 8

Fig. 1. Sharing the inversion for encryption/decryption with conversion matrices
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In detail, let {1, ω, · · · , ω6, ω7} be the polynomial basis of F28 , where ω is a
zero of the modular polynomial x8 + x4 + x3 + x + 1, the Rijndael originally
represents 8–bit vector as an element X̃ in F28 as follows.

X̃ = x̃0 + x̃1ω + · · · + x̃6ω
6 + x̃7ω

7 = (x̃0, x̃1, · · · , x̃6, x̃7). (11)

Then, SubBytes for encryption phase calculates

Z̃T = A
(
M̄

((
MX̃T

)−1
))

+ (0, 1, 1, 0, 0, 0, 1, 1)T , FS (12a)

where M, M̄ = M−1, and A denote the conversion, inverse conversion, and
Affine transformation matrices, respectively. Thus, X = MX̃ becomes an ele-
ment in the tower field F((22)2)2 and then its inverse X−1 is efficiently calculated
in F((22)2)2 . As understood from Eq. (12a), AM̄ is precomputed.

Inversely, SubBytes for decryption phase calculates

X̃T = M̄
((

M
(
ĀZ̃T + (0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 1, 0, 1)T

))−1
)

.BS (12b)

In this case, Z = M
(
ĀZ̃T + (0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 1, 0, 1)T

)
becomes an element in the

tower field F((22)2)2 and then its inverse Z−1 is efficiently calculated in F((22)2)2 .
In the same of the encryption phase, MĀ and M(0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 1, 0, 1)T are pre-
computed. Note here that the inversions in encryption phase Eq. (12a) and
decryption phase Eq. (12b) can be carried out in the same procedure such as
Fig. 14. Thus, previous works such as Canright’s [2] works have mostly focused
on the compact construction of inversion in tower field F((22)2)2 but not together
with the efficiency of the conversion matrices in detail.

In the case of the efficient construction shown in Sec. 2.4, for example, the
conversion matrices are given as follows (Table 1).

M =

⎡

⎢
⎢⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢⎢
⎢
⎣

1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0
1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0
0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0
0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0
1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0
1 0 1 1 0 0 0 1
0 1 0 0 0 1 1 1
0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0

⎤

⎥
⎥⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥⎥
⎥
⎦

. AM̄ =

⎡

⎢
⎢⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢⎢
⎢
⎣

1 1 0 1 1 1 0 0
0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1
0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0
1 0 0 1 1 1 1 1
0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0
1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0
0 1 1 1 0 0 1 1

⎤

⎥
⎥⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥⎥
⎥
⎦

. (13a)

M̄ =

⎡

⎢
⎢⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢⎢
⎢
⎣

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0
1 0 1 0 0 1 1 1
0 1 1 0 1 0 1 1
1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0
1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0
0 1 1 1 0 1 1 0
1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1

⎤

⎥
⎥⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥⎥
⎥
⎦

. MĀ =

⎡

⎢
⎢⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢⎢
⎢
⎣

1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0
1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0
1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1
1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1
1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1
1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0

⎤

⎥
⎥⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥⎥
⎥
⎦

. (13b)
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Efficiency of conversion matrices. These conversion matrices are easily de-
termined but they are not uniquely determined because the modular polynomials
such as e(x) = x2 +x+1 have conjugate elements as zeros. In detail, in the case
of Sec. 2.2, since α has its conjugate α2 with respect to F2 , {1, α2} can be the
basis of F22 . In the same, {1, β4} and {1, γ16} can be the towering bases of F(22)2

and F((22)2)2 , respectively. Thus, there are 8 variants for each matrix and they
play the same role on the connection to Rijndael original F28 . Most of previous
works such as Mentens’s work [6] have basically focused on the number of 1’s in
the conversions matrices to evaluate their efficiencies.

This paper focuses on that every Hamming weight of row vectors of M shown
in Eq. (13a) is smaller than or equal to 4. It is very important for the hardware
implementation. For example, let us consider the following vector multiplications
(inner products). Its hardware calculation will be implemented as Fig. 2.

(1, 1, 1, 1, 0, 0, 0, 0)(x0, x1, x2, x3, x4, x5, x6, x7)T , (14a)

(1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 0, 0, 0)(x0, x1, x2, x3, x4, x5, x6, x7)T . (14b)

�
��

��
+ �

�
��

��
+

x0 x1 x2

�
��

��
+ �

�

x3

�
��

��
+ �

x0 x1 x2

�
��

��
+ �

x3

�
��

��
+ �

�
��

��
+ �

x4

Eq. (14a) Eq. (14b)

Fig. 2. Implementations of Eq. (14a) and Eq. (14b)

Thus, in the case of Eq. (13a), since every Hamming weight of row vectors of
M is smaller than or equal to 4, it is efficiently implemented as shown in Fig. 2
and then its critical path delay becomes 2 TX, where in what follows TX and TA

denote the delays of XOR and AND, respectively. Such an efficient conversion
matrix is a quite rare case, therefore, as shown in Eqs. (13), M has the efficiency
but the other matrices such as AM̄ do not (Table 1).

Since it has been introduced that the Hamming weights of the matrices are
reduced by some techniques such as tree structure [2], this paper does not dis-
cuss the weights of matrices into detail. Then, from the viewpoint of critical
path delay, this paper proposes an efficient inversion in F((22)2)2 and conversion
matrices to which polynomial and normal bases are used in mixture.

3 Main Proposal

This paper proposes an efficient architecture for inversion in tower field F((22)2)2

to which, different from Morioka et al.’s proposal [7] and Canright’s approaches
[2], polynomial and normal bases are used in mixture, in brief mixed bases.
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Table 1. Comparison of the efficiencies of three constructions

construction # of 1’s critical path delay‡

M 32 3 TX

AM̄ 29 3 TX

Morioka et al. [7] inv. in F((22)2)2 – 17 TX + 4 TA

M̄ 27 2 TX

MĀ 29 3 TX

M 32 3 TX

AM̄ 25 3 TX

Canright [2] inv. in F((22)2)2 – 15 TX + 4 TA

M̄ 29 3 TX

MĀ 26 3 TX

M 28 2 TX

another efficient AM̄ 33 3 TX

construction inv. in F((22)2)2 – 15 TX + 4 TA

M̄ 31 3 TX

MĀ 26 3 TX

Especially based on the inversion in F((22)2)2 constructed as Fig. 14, the mixed
bases are mainly applied to two calculation parts: I4 and I8. In detail, denote
their new versions by Î4 and Î8, respectively,

– Î4 has the input and output for F(22)2–elements represented with normal
basis {β, β4} and polynomial basis {1, β}, respectively,

– Î8 has the input and output for F((22)2)2–elements represented with normal
basis {γ, γ16} and polynomial basis {1, γ}, respectively.

Then, the critical path delay for encryption phase of SubBytes of AES becomes

2 TX + ( 14 TX + 4 TA ) + 2 TX. (15)

Together with the meaning of the mixed bases, in what follows, several improve-
ments using mixed bases especially at I4 and I8 are shown in detail. Note here
that the modular polynomials and bases are as introduced in Sec. 2.4.

3.1 Mixed Bases for I4 of Fig. 14

As also introduced in [2], it is often said that inversion with normal basis is more
efficient than that with polynomial basis because several Frobenius mappings
are needed in ITA–based inversion. Inversely, it is often said that multiplication
with polynomial basis is more efficient than that with normal basis because
Karatsuba–based multiplication needs polynomial multiplications [1].
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First, let us consider an inversion in F(22)2 with the normal basis {β, β4},
where β is a zero of g(x) = x2 + x + α. Let A = a0β + a1β

4 be a non–zero
element in F(22)2 , its inverse D = A−1 is calculated by ITA as follows.

A−1 = (AA4)−1A4

=
{
(a0β + a1β

4)(a1β + a0β
4)

}−1 (
a1β + a0β

4
)

=
{
a0a1 + (a0 + a1)2α

}−1 (
a1β + a0β

4
)

= d0β + d1β
4 = D. (16a)

However, the following multiplications in F(22)2 denoted by M4 in Fig. 14 cannot
accept F(22)2–elements represented with the normal basis. Because, they accept
ones represented with the polynomial basis {1, β}. Thus, consider the following
inversion in F(22)2 with a non–zero element A = a0β + a1β

4.

A−1 = (AA4)−1A4

=
{
(a0β + a1β

4)(a1β + a0β
4)

}−1 (
a1β + a0β

4
)

=
{
a0a1 + (a0 + a1)2α

}−1
((a0 + a1) + a0β)

= d0 + d1β = D. (16b)

Based on Eq. (16b), the calculation architecture of the new version Î4 is con-
structed as Fig. 3. It is the meaning of mixed bases. If I4 in Fig. 14 that is
constructed with the polynomial basis {1, β} is replaced to the inversion with
normal basis {β, β4}, that is denoted by Î4 (Fig. 3), the critical path delay of
I8 constructed as Fig. 14 is reduced to 14 TX + 4 TA.

Î4

��

��
+

�

�
d0

d1

�

�

�

I2 �
�

M2

M2

×α �� �

�

S2

M2

2

2

output (Polynomial basis)

�

�

�

N P

�
��

��
+

�

�

�
a0

a1

2

2

input (Normal basis)

�

�

Fig. 3. Inversion in F(22)2 with normal and polynomial bases (Î4)

On the other hand, Î4 (Fig. 3) needs a non–zero input represented with the
normal basis {β, β4} in F(22)2 . Without increasing the critical path delay, it needs
two changes at ×λ and M4 in Fig. 14 before the inversion in F(22)2 . Their out-
put elements are originally represented with the polynomial basis {1, β}. Thus,
change them so as to output F(22)2–elements represented with the normal ba-
sis {β, β4}. In detail, let A = a0 + a1β, B = b0 + b1β, a0, a1, b0, b1 ∈ F22 and
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based on the following calculations, their new versions denoted by ×λ̂ and M̂4

are constructed as Fig. 4 and Fig. 5, respectively.

λA = a0α
2β + a1α

2β2

= {a1 + (a0 + a1)α2}β + a1β
4

= (a1α + a0α
2)β + a1β

4. (17)

AB = (a0 + a1β)(b0 + b1β)
= {(a0 + a1)(b0 + b1) + a1b1α} β + (a0b0 + a1b1α)β4

= c0β + c1β
4 = C. (18)

×λ̂

��

� ×α2 �
��

��
+

×α

�

�

�
a1

a0

2

2

2

2

c1

c0

input (Polynomial basis) output (Normal basis)

P N

Fig. 4. Times λ in F(22)2 with polynomial and normal bases (×λ̂)
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3.2 Mixed Bases for the Inversion in F((22)2)2

The input and output elements for the inversion architecture constructed as Fig.
14 both need to be represented with the normal basis {γ, γ16}. However, this
paper changes only the representation of the output element to that with the
polynomial basis {1, γ}. In detail, let A = a0γ + a1γ

16, a0, a1 ∈ F(22)2 be a
non–zero element in F((22)2)2 , based on ITA, calculate its inverse D = A−1 as

A−1 = (AA16)−1A16

=
{
a0a1(γ + γ16)2 + (a2

0 + a2
1)γγ16

}−1 (
a1γ + a0γ

16
)

=
{
a0a1 + (a0 + a1)2λ

}−1 {a0 + (a0 + a1)γ}
= d0 + d1γ = D. (19)
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Note that, for a non–zero input represented with the normal basis {γ, γ16}, it
calculates its inverse represented with the polynomial basis {1, γ}. Fig. 6 shows
its calculation architecture to which Î4, M̂4, and ×λ̂ are also applied.
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Fig. 6. Inversion in F((22)2)2 with normal and polynomial bases

As previously introduced, this inversion achieves 14 TX + 4 TA; however, the
last mixed bases used in Eq. (19) is not related to this efficiency. It is related
to the efficiency of the conversion matrices. When the output is represented
with the normal basis {γ, γ16}, the calculated inverse A−1 is multiplied by the
conversion matrix AM̄ shown in Eqs. (13a). On the other hand, in the case
of the inversion constructed as Fig. 6, since the output is represented with the
polynomial basis {1, γ}, it needs to be multiplied by the following conversion
matrix AM̄M′,

AM̄ × M′ =

⎡

⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎣

1 1 0 1 1 1 0 0
0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1
0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0
1 0 0 1 1 1 1 1
0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0
1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0
0 1 1 1 0 0 1 1

⎤

⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎦

×

⎡

⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎣

1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0
0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

⎤

⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎦

=

⎡

⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎣

0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1
0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1
0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0
0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1
0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0
1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0
1 0 1 1 0 0 0 1
0 1 0 0 0 1 1 1

⎤

⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎦

, (20a)

where M′ is given by

M′ =

⎡

⎢⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢
⎢⎢
⎢
⎢
⎣

1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0
0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

⎤

⎥⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥
⎥⎥
⎥
⎥
⎦

(20b)

and it converts the vector representation with the polynomial basis {1, γ} to
that with the normal basis {γ, γ16}. According to Eq. (20a), the conversion
matrix AM̄M′ after the inversion in F((22)2)2 shown in Fig. 6 fortunately has
the efficiency introduced in Sec. 2.5. Such an efficient conversion matrix is a
quite rare case and it is experimentally found. Thus, the last mixed bases shown
in Fig. 6 is just for obtaining this efficient conversion matrix AM̄M′.
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3.3 Evaluation

Finally, the proposed architecture with conversion matrices, especially its en-
cryption phase, has the critical path delays shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Critical path delays of the proposed architecture

construction # of 1’s critical path delay‡

M Eq. (13a) 28 2 TX

proposal AM̄M′ Eq. (20a) 27 2 TX

inv. in F((22)2)2 Fig. 6 – 14 TX + 4 TA

According to the result, this paper could show that the mixed bases contributes
to some improvements of SubBytes of AES with tower field technique.

4 Conclusion and Future Work

This paper has proposed an efficient architecture for inversion in tower field
F((22)2)2 to which, different from the conventional works, polynomial and nor-
mal bases are used in mixture, in brief mixed bases. Then, this paper has espe-
cially shown some improvements of the inversion architecture in F((22)2)2 and
the conversion matrices in the encryption phase. As a future work, using mixed
bases, those in the decryption phase should be also improved. Then, the detailed
comparison with some other efficient implementations is needed. After that, a
consideration for side channel attacks will be also required.
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