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Why are we attracted to humanoids and androids? The answer is simple. We,
humans, always anthropomorphize targets of interaction. In other words, we
find a human itself in the humanoid. This is the reason why I am studying on
humanoids and androids.

I have encountered the uncanny valley problem when I have developed the
child android. Then, I have developed the female androids for compensating
the problem and studied on human likeness represented with the robot in both
of Robotics and Cognitive Science. However, a more serious problem is that
the android could not naturally talk with people because of lack of the perfect
Al. Therefore, I have developed the geminoid that is a tele-operated android
connected through the Internet and studied on human-like presence.

Recently, I am focusing on the complicated mechanism of the humanlike
robots and origin of the social intelligence that appears among humans and
robots. This talk will introduce the series of the humanlike robot studies and
discusses the fundamental issues.

S. Carpin et al. (Eds.): SIMPAR 2008, LNAI 5325, p. 2, 2008.
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