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                    Abstract
An advanced learner of English who travels to any English-speaking country will soon be faced with reality, the observation that many people speak quite differently from the “school English” one was taught. Positing a standard norm of the language for teaching purposes makes sense from a pedagogical perspective, of course, and certainly standard forms of English will also be widely encountered and constitute an important part of linguistic performance. This is only half the story, however. In real-life contexts, English comes in all shapes and sizes, as it were:

	
                  national norms (e.g. American English),

                
	
                  regional dialects (e.g. Yorkshire dialect, Appalachian English),

                
	
                  social varieties (e.g. “Valley Girl Talk” in California, working class speech),

                
	
                  institutionalized second-language forms in postcolonial countries (increasingly important in times of globalization; e.g. Singaporean or Kenyan English),

                
	
                  strongly contact-induced forms such as creoles (newly-born contact languages, often stemming from colonial plantation cultures; e.g. Jamaican Creole) or pidgins (structurally reduced auxiliary forms used between speakers of different languages),

                
	
                  and others.
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These keywords were added by machine and not by the authors. This process is experimental and the keywords may be updated as the learning algorithm improves.
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