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EU-Citizens Should Have the Right to Vote 
in National Elections

Philippe Cayla and Catriona Seth

Imagine being a law-abiding EU citizen, living in the EU, and having no 
right to vote for the government whose decisions will impact on your daily 
life. Does this sound like an Orwellian nightmare? Think again. It is the fate 
of large numbers of your neighbours or friends. Let us take the case of Alex, 
a British journalist living in France. He can vote for the local mayor in Paris 
and for members of the European parliament. He cannot, however, elect the 
president of France whose policies could influence his tax situation or decide 
whether a high-speed train station is located in his town. In the same way, 
Kirsten, who is a Danish teacher residing in Spain has no say in the election 
of a government whose decisions will impact on her retirement pension and 
on the educational system in which she works. Surely this is regrettable, to 
say the least. Should being European in Europe not entitle you to have a say 
in the way the part of Europe in which you live, work and pay taxes is gov-
erned? EU nationals have the right to vote in European and local elections, 
wherever they live within the EU. Should they not also be entitled to vote in 
national elections even if they reside in an EU nation other than their home 
country? Should their lack of a possibility to use the democratic process in 
order to influence policies by which they will be directly affected not be 
construed as a potential obstruction to mobility? Who wants to go and live 
in a country without being able to exercise full democratic rights? Surely it 
is time for the EU to extend EU citizens’ voting rights to national elections: 
this form of residential right would help integration, encourage mobility and 
enhance the value of EU citizenship. We feel a European Citizens’ Initiative 
might be a way to achieve this.
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Go to the Letmevote website (www.letmevote.eu) and to the official 
description of the ‘Let me vote’ ECI on the European Commission website.

Read the article by Philippe Cayla in Libération 8 December 20111 and 
his article written with Catherine Colonna in Le Monde 3 April 20122.
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