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   Synonyms

   
    Chronic organic brain syndrome; Organic brain disease; Organic mental disorder (OMD); Organic mental syndrome (DSM-III-R)

   

  

 
 
  
   Short Description or Definition

   
    Organic brain syndrome is a general diagnostic term earlier used to group symptoms related to brain dysfunction of organic etiology (Dorland 2011). Since the publication of DSM-IV (1994), new developments in technology have led to a greater understanding of the brain, including neural processes, pathology, etiology, and prognosis (Foley and Heck 2014). Breakthroughs in genetics, neuroimaging, and neurotoxicology gave way to a revision of theory and terminology that formerly divided functional and organic syndromes (Goldstein 2014).

    Within this context, organic brain syndrome, later described as delirium, dementia, amnestic, and other cognitive disorders, is now referred to as neurocognitive disorders (Goldstein 2014). Given the heterogeneity of brain dysfunction, the former term was found to be too imprecise in addressing...
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