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                                     Abstract
As early as the year 1920, Van der Pol (1920)
                  
                Van der Pol (1889–1959) worked on the free and forced oscillations
                  
                forced oscillations of a triode
                  
                triode. In the first case, he tackled the determination of an approximate value of the amplitude and period problem, by using the Poincaré-Lindstedt method and harmonic analysis. In the paragraph entitled “First Method for finding the Amplitude of the Fundamental”, Van der Pol (1920, 704) recalls that he followed a solving method suggested by Professor Hendrik Antoon Lorentz (1853–1928). It was actually a “variation” of the Poincaré-Lindstedt method that Rocard (1932)
                  
                Rocard (1903–1992) incidentally used a few years later, but which cannot pass the obstacle linked to the presence of secular terms, which “disturb the periodic character of the solution”, as noted by Van der Pol (1920, 706) in a footnote. He thus obtains the value a
0 of the amplitude of the fundamental, presented in Table 9.2 above. In the next paragraph, he uses the harmonic analysis and finds the same result.
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                             Notes
	1.The acronym (AV) refers to “Amplitude Variable” or Appleton and Van der Pol whereas the acronym (AH) referred to “Analyse Harmonique” (“Harmonic Analysis”).


	2.This is reminiscent of Lagrange’s method for the “variation of the constant”.


	3.See Bergé (1984, 40–42).


	4.In accordance with Alembert’s theorem 1748.


	5.The system (10.12) is perfectly analogous to predator-prey types of models which were only developed three or four years later by Lotka (1925)
                      
                    Lotka (1880–1949) and Volterra (1926)
                      
                    Volterra (1860–1940). Moreover the effect Van der Pol was since then called “mode competition”. For instance, see Abarbanel et al. (1993, 51).


	6.The English version of this article was published three years later. See Van der Pol (1927a).


	7.This terminology was most likely introduced by Appleton (1922, 232)
                      
                    Appleton (1892–1965).


	8.He nevertheless recalls that this result had been confirmed by Appleton’s experiments (1922)
                      
                    Appleton (1892–1965).


	9.For more details, see Lawden (1954, 350–354).


	10.See Van der Pol (1926a,b,c,d). See supra Parts I and II.


	11.In literature it also appears with the terminology subharmonic oscillations.


	12.The use of the phone was indeed not to make up for a lack of galvanometric oscillometers or cathode-ray oscilloscopes (see supra Part I) the use of which was already widespread at the start of the twentieth century. As early as 1920 Van der Pol (vol. 1, 173 1960)
                      
                    Van der Pol (1889–1959) wrote in his PhD thesis:


                      (…) hebben wij bij onze verdere proeven een Duddell-thermogalvanometer aangewend.

                      (…) we also used a Duddel thermo-galvanometer.

                    


The next year Appleton and Van der Pol (1921, 201)
                      
                    Appleton (1892–1965) clarified:


                      (…) the current-time records being obtained with a Duddell Oscillograph.
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