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                                    Abstract
Linking survey data to external databases that contain records pertaining to the same respondents holds substantial promise for survey researchers. There are a number of methodological challenges with generating the links between the data sources, but there may also be administrative challenges in linking the datasets. This issue becomes particularly important when conducting cross-national research where research standards and requirements may vary substantially across countries. This chapter provides an overview of process of linking in a comparative context and highlights several issues that researchers are likely to encounter when conducting this type of work.
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                            Notes
	1.The central legislative instrument of European data protection law is the “Directive 95/46/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 October 1995 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data.“ The Directive includes a minimum set of provisions to be implemented by the Member States and had to be transposed into national law by all EU Member States by the end of 1998. However, the Data Protection Directive (by definition) is not a self-executing legal instrument and therefore leaves the choice of form and methods to the national authorities. As a result, the provisions of the Directive have been implemented in different ways in the Member States, resulting in differences in the level of data protection, both on paper and in practice (Schmidutz et al. 2013).
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