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                    Abstract
This chapter presents a comprehensive review of the current debates surrounding bridging informal and formal learning, from the perspective of improving the learner’s experience in formal educational provision. Firstly, the chapter reviews the literature defining informal and formal learning, noting the complexity and the lack of consensus. Secondly, it discusses how technology can be used to bridge learning through harnessing the digital practices that young people engage with informally such as social networking, game-based learning, and digital making. The authors then outline some pedagogical issues which need to be considered to maximize the potential of bridging formal and informal learning. Next, the pedagogical strategies needed to enhance learners’ opportunities for autonomy, collaboration, and authentic learning are discussed. The chapter also explores the divides, cultural tensions, and ethical concerns that shape practices such as the constraints of a performativity culture and the invasion of young people’s private space. A vignette of a project in India is presented as an illustration of good practice. Here, despite limited access to technology, young people have been supported to engage in authentic learning projects involving the creation of digital artifacts, both in- and out-of-school. The chapter concludes by arguing that there must be a shift from transmissive to collaborative pedagogical strategies; school cultures need to change. In order to do so, teachers need professional development and support to take risks and experiment. More research is needed so that the interrelationship between technology-enabled formal and informal learning can be better understood but also because good models of practice need to be identified and shared.
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