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                    Abstract
Having mapped out how young people come to experience problematic substance use, Daley seeks to outline how the young people negotiate the task of “moving on” from a drug problem. Her participants make individual choices about the pathway out of substance abuse, and for some it is much harder than others. The participants are negotiating detox and rehabs with a hope to have a drug-free future. However, structural barriers such as limited education and poor employment prospects hamper the progress of many, nonetheless, they remain both persistent and hopeful. There is clear gender difference in how they seek to move on, with women seeing education and training as necessary while all of the men seek to skip this and find work. Regardless of their pathways, both have bleak options given their poor education past and, often, criminal histories.
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