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I first introduce three evolutionary waves of educational initiatives that have occurred over the last hundred years. Before identifying numerous postformal pedagogies—and showing how they align to postformal reasoning qualities—I discuss the educational theory of “postformalism” developed by Joe Kincheloe and Shirley Steinberg. I then introduce other leading educational innovators who are developing evolutionary approaches. Finally, I offer a more complex mapping of the relationships among the four evolutionary themes, the postformal qualities that relate to them and the diversity of postformal educational discourses. A major aim of the chapter is to map these different approaches, explore relationships among them and reflect this out into the broader education discourse.
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                             Notes
	1.Although honouring a spiritual as well as a material dimension to existence, none of these approaches is attached to a particular religious doctrine.


	2.It is possible Sri Aurobindo and Steiner met in the early 20th century (Gidley 2008, p. 107).


	3.
              Zeitgeist is a German word meaning time-spirit, or spirit of the times. Schelling used the term in the late 18th century to refer to “the basic mood or current of an era” (Gebser 1996, p. 87).


	4.For information about the Australian Steiner Curriculum Framework, see Steiner Education Australia: http://steinereducation.edu.au/curriculum/
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