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In the first part of this chapter I make an ambitious attempt to present an overview of what education-as-enculturation might have been like thousands of years before we had formal schooling—even for the elite. I trace fragments of the evolutionary narrative that have been critically underappreciated—the apparent aesthetic sensibilities of some early hominins and humans. I then discuss the early introduction of formal elite schooling in Europe and a handful of other civilisation centres. I show that formal, publicly funded, universal school education began little more than two hundred years ago in Europe and was holistic, idealistic and evolutionary. Only after the Industrial Revolution did schooling begin to resemble factories. The purpose of this chapter is primarily to contextualise the futures of education within the broad macro-historical development from pre-formal, to formal to postformal education.
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                             Notes
	1.Notwithstanding this, much of the world has yet to even develop from pre-formal to basic formal education. (The UNESCO “Education for All” Program is targeting this inequity.)


	2.
              Homo neanderthalensis appear to have been the first species to ceremonially bury their dead.


	3.Full alphabets consist of both consonants and vowels. Earlier proto-alphabets—called abjads—only consisted of consonants.


	4.Article in the UK Daily Mail online titled: “Ancient Egyptian School Unearthed”. http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2557632/Ancient-Egyptian-SCHOOL-unearthed-1-700-year-old-lesson-behave-walls.html#ixzz3GEXeCfbb
              


	5.
                        http://www.aztec-history.com/aztec-inventions.html
                      


	6.
                      http://www.philosophy.uncc.edu/mleldrid/SAAP/USC/pbt1.html
                    


	7.“The Bologna Process aims to create a European Higher Education Area in which students can choose from a wide and transparent range of high quality courses and benefit from smooth recognition procedures.” http://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/educ/bologna/bologna_en.html
            


	8.
                      http://www.wise-qatar.org/who-we-are
                    


	9.Ecopedagogy is being developed through the Bulgarian Centre for Sustainable Local Development and Ecopedagogy. www.bcslde.org
            


	10.
                      http://www.wfsf.org/our-activities/wfsf-futures-courses
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