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In this chapter a big picture overview of cultural history provides a context for understanding our present situation in relation to education. After introducing the concept of evolution of consciousness and discussing the research challenges, I take a transdisciplinary approach to evolution, to overcome some of the limitations of Darwinian biological evolution. Three theorists of cultural evolution are chosen—Rudolf Steiner, Jean Gebser and Ken Wilber—with the structural framework being provided by Gebser’s model. An overview of five major transitions of culture and consciousness are presented, the most recent being integral, which is emerging today. The purpose of the chapter is to lay the groundwork for creating conceptual bridges between cultural evolution and education as the book unfolds.
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	1.Proponents of the religious doctrine of creationism clearly also contest the Darwinian evolution theory. I do not enter the evolution versus creationism debate that still rages in schools in the USA. This is beyond the scope of my research, which builds on the well-established scientific and philosophical basis of evolutionary theory.


	2.Wilber’s omission of any substantial consideration of Steiner’s extensive research on evolution of consciousness, other than a few brief comments, was a primary impetus for my inclusion of Steiner.


	3.The term panhuman comes from the Greek pananthropinon. It has been used in recent academic literature, particularly in reference to world art (Kimball 2004) and Greek poetry (Stathatou 2007).


	4.Radiocarbon dating is only accurate back to c. 60,000 years BP. Fossils older than ~100,000 years do not yield measurable DNA samples. http://www.tufts.edu/as/wright_center/cosmic_evolution/docs/fr_1/fr_1_cult1.html
            


	5.This dramatic sea level data is sourced from the Goddard Institute for Space Studies, NASA, New York. http://www.giss.nasa.gov/research/briefs/gornitz_09/
              


	6.Kaiman, Jonathan (2014) “China’s ‘eco-cities’: empty of hospitals, shopping centres and people”, The Guardian, 14 April 2014. http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/apr/14/china-tianjin-eco-city-empty-hospitals-people
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