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   Definition

   
    The Basic Personality Inventory (BPI; Jackson 1996) is a 12-scale, 240-item, true/false self-report measure of the general domain of psychopathology.

   

  

 
 
  
   Introduction

   
    The BPI is a multiscale inventory that assesses psychological problems. The inventory is appropriate for adults and adolescents and for both nonclinical and clinical populations. The BPI requires a grade 5 reading level and can be completed in approximately 30–40 min. The BPI’s 20-item scales assess hypochondriasis, depression, denial, interpersonal problems, alienation, persecutory ideas, anxiety, thinking disorder, impulse expression, social introversion, self-depreciation, and deviation.

    In developing the BPI, the independent psychopathology dimensions underlying the longer 566-item Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (Hathaway and McKinley 1967) were first ascertained. Based on these dimensions, ten conceptually relevant constructs were identified and defined. In addition, scales representing guarded...
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