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                     Abstract
Global university rankings are critically discussed concerning their outcome, e.g., pointing to contradictory results. In contrast, this paper examines three issues with the example of three well known rankings (Shanghai, Times and Taiwan). First, on which methods, in particular on which indicators are they based? Second, are there fundamental deficits of concept and systematic biases? Third, can one predict good or bad ranking scores, based on the respective concept? In addition with the example of German universities there are two factors on performance measurement discussed, disciplinary cultures and size of the university. In sum, the usefulness of global rankings is considered to be highly questionable. Measures in science policy should not be legitimated with such rankings.
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                     Notes
	1.320 citations in Google Scholar on 16 January 2014.


	2.
                    http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/world-university-rankings/2013-14/subject-ranking/subject/arts-and-humanities/methodology
                  


	3.Defined by the location of the headquarter of the publisher.


	4.Examples of a normalization are discussed in Sect. 3.1.


	5.In its latest version.


	6.CWTS (Centrum voor Wetenshap- en Techologie Studies, engl. Center for Science and Technology Studies), Leiden, Netherlands is a leading research center in bibliometrics.


	7.For a more detailed explanation of the SR index cf. Michels and Schmoch (2014) and Schmoch et al. (2012).


	8.Download from http://datahub.io/de/dataset/eumida
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