
31P. D’Aprile, MRI of Degenerative Disease of the Spine: A Case-Based Atlas,
DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-09447-2_10, © Springer International Publishing Switzerland 2015

      Facet Joint Effusion                      Case 8

•    A 46-year-old woman  
•   Patient with chronic back pain, exacerbated by fl exion and 

extension    
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  Fig. 1    ( a ,  b ) Axial    TSE T2-weighted image with fat satura-
tion ( a ), axial SE T1-weighted image with fat saturation fol-
lowing administration of contrast medium ( b ). Facet joints 
show widening of the joint space bilaterally. This space is 

hyperintense in T2 ( a ,  arrows ), with no enhancement after 
contrast medium administration ( b ,  arrows ). These fi ndings 
indicate joint effusion       
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