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Understanding and translating humorous wordplay often requires recognition of implicit cultural references, knowledge of word formation processes, and discernment of double meanings – issues which pose challenges for humans and computers alike. This paper introduces the CLEF 2023 JOKER track, which takes an interdisciplinary approach to the creation of reusable test collections, evaluation metrics, and methods for the automatic processing of wordplay. We describe the track’s interconnected shared tasks for the detection, location, interpretation, and translation of puns. We also describe associated data sets and evaluation methodologies, and invite contributions making further use of our data.
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                             Notes
	1.In a shared task, the organisers define the evaluation criteria for an open problem in AI and produce a human-annotated data set for training and testing purposes; task participants then use the publically released training data to develop systems for solving the problem, which the organisers evaluate on the unpublished test data. In an unshared task, the organisers provide annotated data without a particular problem in mind, and participants are invited to use this data to propose and solve novel problems.


	2.The corpus provides numerous instances of particular wellerisms, and thus lends itself well to prompt engineering using large language models. (Wellerisms are a type of humour in which a proverb, idiom, or other well-known saying is subverted, for example by resegmenting it or by reinterpreting it literally.).


	3.Admittedly, it may be impossible for us to source positive examples that are not discoverable online, unless we pay experienced comedians to produce a large collection of completely novel jokes, which is costly. We will have to rely on participants’ good faith that their systems will not detect punning jokes by matching them against a database of web-scraped examples.


	4.The data augmentation technique will be fully described in the task overview paper in the CLEF 2023 proceedings; we hold off on presenting the details here to discourage participants from reverse-engineering it in their classifiers.


	5.The difference between IR-style and WSD-style metrics is that the former require the system to make a prediction for every instance in the data set, whereas the latter do not. IR-style accuracy is equivalent to WSD-style recall.


	6.Synonyms and hypernyms will be sourced preferentially from WordNet (or similar resources for data sets in other languages), and via manual annotation for those words not present in WordNet.
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