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                     Abstract
For years, doubts have been raised about the usefulness of business process maturity models (BPMMs). In addition to methodological shortcomings and limited applicability of the models, another frequently voiced critique is a weak theoretical foundation. This conceptual paper analyzes previously released BPMMs and the related literature. It shows that the vast majority of articles do not refer to any theory to clarify the general underlying assumptions of the models. Instead, they resort to other existing models. In addition, the suitability of the few theoretical approaches to which some authors have referred is highly questionable. A further comparison of the theories’ suitability issues with some of the fundamental criticisms of BPMMs reveals remarkable parallels. Against this background, the article at hand creates awareness of the need to consciously select and document the theoretical foundations of future BPMMs. In addition, it contributes to the epistemological discussion on BPMMs, how to evolve and improve the development of maturity models.
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