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This chapter examines the future of urban planning on the growth and development of cities. Urban planning has become increasingly important due to changes occurring in the rapid expansion of cities in countries in developing world. This chapter seeks to explore the significance of planning law in the growth and development of sustainable cities. Particular emphasis was given to major cities in developing world. Urban planning strives to create sustainable towns and cities. Excessive growth of cities has brought with it challenges that most developing countries in sub-Saharan Africa are not equipped to handle. There has been rapid urbanization both in terms of the increase in population in cities and the spread of developments outside city boundaries. This has been accompanied by problems such as infill developments, overcrowding, pressure on amenities, and the growth of slum settlements. The anticipated 60% increase in the urban population by 2050 has revealed the importance of urban planning in catering for the growing population. Data for this chapter were collected from primary and secondary sources such as population statistics, reports, journals, and the planning legislations. Some data was obtained through interviews from practicing urban planners and observations from present infrastructure in cities in developing countries. Results reveal that most African cities are failing to adapt to rapid growth of capital cities and associated challenges. The embracing of some aspects of the urban planning system is possible, but it is not feasible in other cities since the realities and challenges require different ways of dealing with them. It is critical for cities in developing countries to seriously consider the review of urban planning legislation to come up with policies and plans that are sustainable to current and future challenges.
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