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                                     Abstract
Taxonomic revisionary work is essential for our understanding of our planet’s biodiversity. Yet recent findings specifically concerned with large mammal taxonomy has sometimes been received with open scepticism by the community of conservation biologists, population geneticists in particular. The present contribution offers a taxonomist’s perspective of the problem utilizing case studies of two classically designated subspecies (Ceratotherium simum cottoni and Ursus arctos marsicanus) to show how a refined taxonomy is the first step in establishing effective conservation measures and thus contribute to the maintenance of a healthy and diverse planet through appropriate use of mammals as umbrella species.
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