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                    Abstract
The Hungarian government is currently dominated by two rightist parties, Fidesz and Jobbik, drawing comparisons with Hungary’s interwar period. The term “populism” dominates (neo)liberal media discourse, pointing to the rise of antiestablishment parties, usually on the right (but often providing a critique of neoliberalism) and sometimes on the left. What can we learn by examining what was called populism in the 1930s and today, in Hungary, or more generally? This chapter approaches this question via the Hungarian népi (folk/populist/popular) movement in the context of global economic crisis following the stock market crash of 1929, and the radical shifts in the organization of territories, peoples, and borders in the making of new nation-states in this region after World War I. A comparison between political questions in Hungary over time gives us valuable insight into how to think about the work of “populism” and antipopulism in the making and unmaking of hegemonic blocks.
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Notes
	1.From György Oláh’s 1928 book The Land of Three Million Paupers.


	2.My translation.


	3.I adopt the convention of using the spelling “antisemitism” from the Jewish Voice for Peace, which highlights the role of pseudo-scientific racism in creating a “Semitic” race. See Jewish Voice for Peace (2017, xv).


	4.Berend (2001, 140) gives lower estimates.


	5.Hungary had retained a continuous state throughout the period since the kingdom was swallowed up by Empire in 1526.


	6.The 1920 land reform affected only 8.5% of the land and reduced the territory above 1000 yokes by 14% and those between 500 and 1000 yokes by 5.5%, distributing it to 200,000 landless day laborers and more than 100,000 dwarf holders.
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