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                                    Abstract
With the centrality of commercialism in college athletics, the academic, physical, and social well-being of Division I athletes is arguably at risk. Although the NCAA’s amateurism principle was designed to protect athletes’ best interests, its effectiveness in the context of a multi-billion-dollar enterprise remains unclear, and, at times, contentious. This chapter reviews more than 30 years of research on the wide range of issues affecting the academic and personal well-being of athletes. Keeping the current for-profit culture of intercollegiate athletics in mind, the chapter includes a discussion of formal NCAA and member institution policies, including Title IX, transfer rules, policies concerning concussive injuries, and social media; it also describes athletes’ academic engagement and the supports designed to facilitate their academic success, as well as the effects of the campus racial climate on their experiences. The chapter highlights gaps in the literature to inform future scholarly research in these important areas.
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                            Notes
	1.Power Five conferences include the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC), Big Ten Conference (B1G), Big 12 Conference, Pac-12 Conference, and Southeastern Conference (SEC).


	2.Nonprofit organization comprised of current and former college athletes that work to protect the rights and well-being of college athletes.


	3.The NCAA designed the GSR metric to better reflect the enrollment and transfer patterns of Division I athletes. The GSR accounts for athletes who depart or transfer to another school in good academic standing. In the Federal Graduation Rate (FGR), these same athletes are considered non-graduates. The GSR generally is about 20 percentage points higher at most schools than the rate reported by the FGR (see Southall et al. (2012).


	4.Hurtado et al. (1998) used “structural diversity” to describe a dimension of campus climate. I use “compositional diversity,” consistent with Milem et al. (2004).
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