
    
    
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


    
        Skip to main content
        
        

        
            
                Advertisement

                

            

        

        
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    




        

    

        
    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            	
                        Home






	
                        The Molecular Basis of Autism

	
                        Chapter

A Brief History of Autism


                    	Chapter
	First Online: 01 January 2015



                    	
                             pp 3–14
                        
	
                            Cite this chapter
                        


                    
                    

                    
                        
                            
                        

                    
                

                
                    
                        
                                
                                    
                                    [image: Book cover]
                                
                                
                                The Molecular Basis of Autism
                        
                        
                    
                

            
        
    

    

    
        
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            	Fred R. Volkmar M.D.2 


                            
    
        
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Part of the book series:
                        Contemporary Clinical Neuroscience ((CCNE))
                    

                

            

        

    

                            
                            
                                
                            

                        

                        
                    
                


                
                     Abstract
In the 70 years that have elapsed since the first description of infantile autism considerable progress has been made. The official recognition of the condition in 1980 stimulated further research and around the same time the strong neurobiological and genetic aspects of autism began to emerge. Subsequent research has focused on issues of early diagnosis and intervention, understanding the neural mechanisms of autism, and approach to treatment. Unfortunately the research base varies considerably by age group with much research on younger individuals and rather little on adults—particularly older adults. Recent changes in diagnostic practice may complicate the interpretation of past, and future, research.
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