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   Definition

   
    Genetic recombination, a mechanism through which large fragments of two viral genomes can be combined, accelerates the evolution of human immunodeficiency viruses (HIVs). Recombination thus has an extremely high potential to create new advantageous viral genotypes for effective transmission, to escape from host immune responses, for better replication capacity, and for the development of drug resistance (Ramirez et al. 2008). This chapter summarizes recent evidence on recombinant forms of HIV type 2 (HIV-2).

    HIV-2 recombinant forms can be classified according to HIV-1 nomenclature (Robertson et al. 1999, 2000) into two categories: circulating recombinant form (CRF) and unique recombinant form (URF). The minimum requirement for declaring a new CRF is identification of the virus in at least three cases with no direct linkage, accompanied by near full-length sequences showing the same mosaic genome structure (Robertson et al. 1999, 2000). Other recombinant forms whose...
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