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                                    Abstract
The ideal approach to the management of cardiac rhythm disorders depends on the following:

	
                1.
                
                  Proper identification of the arrhythmia.

                
              
	
                2.
                
                  An understanding of the natural history of the arrhythmia in a particular patient.

                
              
	
                3.
                
                  An understanding of the multiple factors that may precipitate and maintain a cardiac rhythm disturbance in a particular patient.

                
              
	
                4.
                
                  An understanding of the pharmacology of the numerous antiarrhythmic drugs available.

                
              
	
                5
                
                  An appropriate clinical assessment of the risk to the patient due to the cardiac arrhythmia versus the side effects that might ensue upon initiation of treatment with an antiarrhythmic drug.
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